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transmitted to the Assembly, with s view
to removing a diffienliy in the way of the
Assembly considering the Message; also
stating that should a conference be agreed
to by the Council the Assembly would be
represented at such conference by three
managers.

Hon. J. E. DODD
ster) moved—

That the comsideration of the Mes-
sage he made on Order of the Day for
the next sitting of the House.

Hon, W, KINGSMILL: The tenor of
the Message was not quite clear. Tt ap-
peared that the Legislative Assembly
wished to confer wilh the Legislaliva
Conneil pot as to the Bill, but as to the
removal of certain diffienlties in the way
of the consideration of the Council’s Mes-
sage, and, he understood, of future Mes-
sages of a like character. He would like
to be clear on that point before voting for
the consideration of the DMessage at the
next sitting.

The PRESIDENT: I think it is a con-
ference on the matter of the Counecil’s
Message.

Hon, W. KINGSMILL : If that was so
he was agreeable to the motion. If it was
not so, he most certainly eould not sup-
port the motion because the Message
wonld not he a proper answer to the Mes-
sage sent to the Legislative Assembly.

(Honorary Mini-

RESOLUTION—STATE GOVERNOR.

Message received from the Legislative
Assembly requesting the Legislative Coun-
cil's -conenrrence in the following resclu-
tion :—*That this House is of opinion that
the Colonial Office should be petitioned to
reconsider the appointments of State Gov-
ernors, with a view to permitting the
dufies of the office to be performed by a
citizen of the Commonwealth.”

House adjowrned at 10.8 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 3.30
pam., and read prayers.

QUESTION—MAIL CONTRACT,
NORTH-WEST,

Hon. FRANK WILSON (for Mr.
Male) asked the Premier: 1, Is it a faet
that under the new North-West mail con-
traet recently given to the State Govern-
ment for carrying mails from Fremanile
to  Port Darwin, the port of Wynd-
bam is being absclutely isolated from
Darwin? 2, If this 15 so, will he confer
with the Federal postal authorities and
take the necessary steps to get this re-
medied, and see that an equally good
steamship connection between these ports
ne maintained as exists at present?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No; the
arrangement is in accordance with the
conditions of the contract as supplied by
the Commonwealth authorities. 2, Mr.
Sudholz, the manager of the State steam-
ship serviee, who is at present visiting the
North-West, has been instructed to make
inquiries into the matter and report to
the Government upon his return to Perth,
when the subject will bhe further con-
sidered.

BILLL — VICTORIA PARK TRAM-
WAYS ACT AMENDMENT.

Read a third time and transmitted to
{he Legislative Couneil.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.

1, District Fire Brigades Act Amend-
ment {No. 2),

2, Employment Brokers’ Act Amend-
ment.
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{(Iutroduced by Hon, W. €. Angwin,
[{onorary Minister).
LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. FRANK WILSON
(for Mr. Layman) leave of ahsence for
1wo weeks granted to Mr. George on the
ground of ill-health.

MOTION—STATE GOVERNOR.
dir. TORVEY (Swan) moved—

That this House ix of opinion that
the Colonial O ffice should be petitioned
to reconsider the appomiments of State
Governors, with « cvigw to permilting
the duties of the office tu be performed
by a citizen of the State.

He said: Hon. members will remember
that a few evenings ago | moved a motion
dealing with ihe upkeep of Gavernmen'
House; but on that oceasion the rulex of
the House did not permit of discussing
the mode of the appoiniments of gur State
Governors, and the Minister in charge of
the House that evening assnred members
tlar an opportunity would he given (o
discuss this broader queslion; hence this
mation to-day. At the ountset I desire to
meke il elear that T intend In no wayv
reflecting upon the present oceupant of
the position of State Governor. T ihink it
is agreed by all that that gentleman has
carried out the duties with eredit to him-
self and to the State. and T do not think
ary hon. member desivous of supporting
me in this motion would in any way wish
to reflect in ihe slightest degree on the
present occupant of the position.  But
T {hink the time has arrived when sowe
change should be made in the manner of
1aking the appointmendis fo the position.
We know that in the past the position
ks always been filled by the Home
authorilies, T undersiand by the Secrefary
of State for the Colonies; and it is clearly
to be understood that in moving this
wotion T have no desire at the present
time to suggest for one moment that the
appointment should he taken ont of the
hands of the Crown. Still I think the
time has arrived when the posifion shounld
be one which may be filled by our most
distingunished citizens of ihe State. T thiuk
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it is oue which men who have done yec-
man service to their State should be ablz
to fill. 1t should be a position of honour,
a position to whieh, indeed, men whe, per-
haps, bave devoted much of their lives
to the politien] affairs of the State may
retire and ¢do lorour to themselves atd
io their State. I know perfectly well tle
argument will be hdvanced (hnai heeause
a man has nllied bimself in polilies with
one party or the other, therefore he musi
naturally be biassed, I think it is time
that ¢vy was dropped. 1f hat ery hbe
subseribed to we will prevent any man
trom taking active part in public affnirs.
We know the cery is used in respeel to
pusitions of lesser degree at the present
time. The Government are accused of
appointing a partisan: they pick oul ihe
man who, perhaps, has the hest qualifica-
tions for some post, but simply becawse
fie hias at =ome time or ether allied hin-
self with a partieular political pavty it 18
urged (hat therefore lie should uoi e
given the appointment. T know Chat that
argnment will be advanced in connection
with this motion to have the daties of the
office of Governor performed by a citizen
of the State. Bul o matter whal activity
one may have displayved, even in counec-
tion with polities, T have sufficient conf-
dence in those gentlemen who are active in
our publie life to know that when they are
appointed 1o sach honourable positions
they are nol going to carry oul the duties
of their office in a hinssed manner so far
as politieal parties ave eoncerned. T be-
lieve during the early pertods of colonisa-
tion it may have heen a wise provision
that an Tmperial officer specially qualified
to direct and advise the adminigtration of
the Government should fill the position of
State (Governor. But the conditions have
malerinlly changed. There need be no
request from the State to be consulted on
the choice of a Governor. The power of
appointment eonld vest as it does at pre-
senl with the Crown.

The Premier : Who would recommend?

Mr. TURVEY :

Who reeommends at

the present time ?

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. member
must address the Chair,
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Mr. TURVEY : I realise that our
Federal Constitution dogs not permit of the
same system as prevails in Canada. There
the Governor (femeral of Lhe Dominion
is appointed directly by the Crown,and
he has the appoiniment of the Gover-
nors of the Provinees, hut the Canadian
Constitution differs in that respect from
the Federal Constitution of Australia.
We have no power to have our State Gov-
ernors appointed by the Governor General.
With the diveet representation of His
Majesty the King in the Governor Gene-
ral, T hold there is every justification for
dispensing with the provision we now
have that the State Governor must be an
Imperial officer, and further ihat, with the
inereased cost of Federal (overnment,
and the maintenance of the Governor
General and the npkeep of his establish-
ment, the people naturally expect that
the burden of taxation will be reduced.
In fact that was one of the pleas at the
time of Federation, instead of which the
burden has been steadily increasing. I
know there are those who will say that
by the appointment of a citizen of the
State we are weakening the strength of
the State. The old ‘‘State righters’’ are
bound to looin on the horizon. The same
objection was raised when the Canadian
system was introduced. The ‘‘State
righters’’ got to work there in the same
manner as L suppose they will in con-
nection with this motion. I am aware
that at the Brishane conference of State
Premiers a resolution was passed in op-
position to any interference with the pre-
sent system, chiefly because snch inter-
ference would tend to lowering the posi-
tion of the States. But various States
have since then ecarried resolutions in
support of the proposition that a eiti-
zen of the State shounld ocenpy the posi-
tion of State CGovernor. I believe a
resolntion was carried in the South Aus-
tralian Parliament, and also in the
Victorian Parliament in 1909, and T
understand that- a motion almost similar
to the one I am moving was discussed
in this House on more than one oeca-
sion. Reference was made the other
evening to the fact that the South Aus-
tralian Government petitioned the See-
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retary of State for the Colonies with a
view to having the position of Governor
given Lo a eitizen of that State, and the
Premier, in reply to a question asked
by the member for Leonora (Mr. Foley)
read to this House part of the despatech
received at that time by the late Mr.
Price, the then Premier of South Aus-
tralia. In that despateh the Secretary
of State informed the South Australian
Premier that the proposition could not
be entertained in any case unless it was to
be applied fo all the Australian States and
not to one alone, and until public opinion
in Australia is demonstrated to be over-
whelmingly in its favour. May I say
that one of the rcasons for this motion
is to demonstrate that public opinion
in this State,at any rate,is entirely in
favour of the position of State Gover-
nor being held by a citizen of the State.
In reply to the pelition from Sonth
Australia the Secretary for State fur-
ther pointed out that the ‘proposal, as
presented to him, was one which would
leave the appointment of a Governor to
be made, as now, by His Majesty the
King, but it was clear that the person
selected would need to be cne fully ae-
ceptable to the Ministry of the day. Ido
not think it follows that by appointing
a eitizen of Western Australia to the
position of State (Governor the person
selected would need to be one aceeptable
to the Ministry of the day. When the
Cavadian Dominion was established it
was provided that the federating pro-
vinces should be under Lieutenant Gov-
ernors appointed by the Governor Gen-
eral in Council, and T would point out
that in Western Australia on more than
one gecasion the gubernatorial position
has been well filled by Lieutenant Gov-
crnors, If that he so, and the position
can heso wellfilled by citizens of Western
Australia for many months at a time, T
hold that it can be filled for a longer
period. I know there are those who will
say that to take such a step as is sug-
gested by this motion would, perhaps,
be an indieation on the part of thdse
supporting if, that we desire to ‘‘cut
the painter’’ and do away with that link
whieh conneets us with the Mother Coun-
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try. But I would point ont that in my
opinion the faet that we have a direct
representative of His Majesty in the
Governor (General is 2 sufficient connect-
ing link so far as Australia is concerned.
Under the old system of colonial Govern-
ment in Western Australia the funections
of Government were centred whelly in
the Governor, and it was necessary, more
so than it is now, that the position shounld
he filled by onewho had a keenknowledge
of conslitutional methods.
position is altered. Whereas in the early
days the advisers of the Governor were
nominated by the Crown, and were not
held responsible for their advice, to-
day they are held responsible for
the advice they give to the oceupant
of the gubernatorial position, and gradu-
ally certain features of the form of colo-
nial Government have undergone modifi-
cations, and as time has progressed there
has been a diminution of interference on
the part of the Imperial Government with
the self-governing colonies. So that the
argument cannot now be advanced that it
s necessary that we should have an Im-
perial officer well versed in constitutional
methods. 1 do nof hold that the duties
of the Governor are merely the laying of
foundation stones, the holding of levees,
and similar fonctions, T realise the res-
ponsibility that is cast upon our State
Governors, but I believe we have citizens
of Wesfern Australia well equipped to
take upon themselves that responsibility
and to carry out the daties of the position
with credit to themselves, to the people
of Western Australia, and also to the Im-
perial authorities. T do not desire to take
up the time of the Honse at any great
length in gonnection with this motion, be-
cause [ know from reading the debates
that have taken place in this House in
past vears in conneection with a similar
proposal, that a majority of members of
the House are quite in accord with the
spirit of the motion. Therefore, I think
it wounld he only wasting the time of the
House to make any lengthy speech on the
motion. T have no doubt that hon. mem-
bers on both sides of the House, who in
the past have shown a desire to move in
this direction, will give their support to

To-day the
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ihis motion, I wish, in eonclusion, to state
that I am of opinion that if the motion
is given effect to, and a citizen of the
State becomes in future the occupant of
the position of State Governor, it will
not lessen the bond of union that exists
between theMother Country and this State
or between the Mother Country and Aus-
tralia. I believe that we have in Western
Australia patriotic eitizens who, together
with the general community of the State,
are ready at all times to show their de-
voted loyalty to the Empire, as they bave
shown it in the past en many occasiens;
and T for one will not believe that beeanse
we endeavour to have the duties of Gov-
ernor carried out by a citizen of the State,
it is going to mean a loss of dignity to
the State, or is going to show in the
stightest degree any lack of loyalty on the
part of our people, I have very much
pleasure in moving the motion.

Mr. CARPENTER (Fremantle): I
second the motion,

Mr, FOLEY (Leonora): I desire to
suppott the metion, and in doing so to
emphasise 1he faet that T am infuenced
by no persenal motives whatever. I be-
lieve we have in the position of Governor
of the State a genileman who has ahility
and a desire to do his work in a manner
that will be creditable to himself, and that
this State will find in years to come that
his work has been creditable to Western
Australia also. But I believe, and have
believed for some time, especially since
Federalion, that a great saving can be
brought about by each State reducing the
cost in eonnection with the State Govern-
ors. The mover of the motion stated that
there was nothing personal in his remarks
and he has endeavoured to show ihat his
desire is to benefit the State, and with
that object he has brouwght the motion
forward, When Wederation was about to
he aceomplished Mr. Joseph Chamberlain,
one of the greatest men of the day in
Bngland, was cansulted on this question,
and the various prominent men in Aus-
iralia at that time were thoroughly con-
vineced that when Federation was brought
about, the cost to the States for the up-
keep of the offices of State Governor
would be lessened. When the matter was
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brourht hefore ihe Vielorian Parliament
by Mv. Towtcher, the member for Ararat,
all the teading authorities on constitn-
tional matiers were consunlted, and Mr.
Irvine, who held a very high position in
that Parliament, cuoted the words of Mr.
Chamberiain, and they were practically a
snggestion fo the various States that they
should abolish the offices of State Govern-
or. Tp to the present time no alteration
has heen made, and as one who believes
thai the Governmenl, no matter what
phase of polities they believe in, shonld
make the safeguarding of (he finances one
of the first essentinls of good management,
I consider much of the moneyr expended
for the upkeep, not for the persenal hene-
fit of the (overnor, but everything that
pertains to the office, could he put to bef-
ter use in every State of the Common-
wealth. Some people have siated that
little money could be saved, but T believe
if a referendum were faken in every State
of Australia the people wonld speak with
no uneertain voice in the direction of
aholishing the present system. As to the
quesiion of who wonld take the position,
that would be a matter of opinion, and T
think the various Governments having
been put into the posibon of look-
ing afler the affairs of State. would
be called upon to suggest who should be
appointed to the ofiices. T do not agree
with many in this State that the office
should be open only to the genlleman
holding the position of Chief Juslice. Tf
the motion is carried there are other men
who mighi he chosen for the position and
the choice shonld not be limiled o one
branch or lo one small colerie of men,
but each and every individual in this and
every olher Stale should be given the
chanee to attain the highest possible posi-
tion in the Siate. During the dehate on
this question to which the hon. member
referred, 1 was eredited

Mr. SPFAKER: The hon, member had
beiter not refer to thai debate.

Mr. FOLEY: T have heen credited with
saving—--

Mr. SPFAKER : Order! The hon.
member must not allude to that debate.

Mr. FOLEY: Very well, T will just
say thai—and fhis is nothing in eonnec-
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tion with the dehate—T have been cre-
diled ontside with saying that the appoint-
ment of a Stale Governor was a rubber
stamp appointnient.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon.
member could not be eredited with saying
anylhing unless il had a reference lo a
debate which look place in 1his Chamber,
and 1 hope he will not allude to anything
in that eonnection.

Mr. FOLEY: I how fo your tuling, 1
desive to support the molion because T
believe 1t will give the various States of
Ausiralia a chance of putling men into
the position who will lake an interest in
thetr affaivs, men who have done a great
deal for Australia, whelther it be politically
or soeinlly, or in any walk of life, and it
will alse save to the varions Stales a great
sum every year. If we are the weans of
aceomplishing this, we shall have done the
State a good serviee. I trust Lhat every-
thing the Government can do will be done
to bring abont the desive and wish of the
people of Weslern Australia on this ques-
fion. The Premier has stated that until
each aird every Stale in the Consmonwealth
arrives af a conclusion thai they do not
desire any further appointmenis nnder
the present syslem, nothing ean be done,
but T trosi thal the Government will place
hefore the nulhorities 1he faet that at Jeast
Western Anstralia wants some change
and if this State ean do anything to lead
{he atler States to view the matter in the
same light, not only Western Australia
hut every State will be benefited. At pre-
sent il ix cosfing over £100,000 for the up-

- keep of the various Governors and Gov-

crnment Flouses in Australia, The capital
cosl of rme Government Touse alone in
one parlt of Australia i= €170.000, That
heing &0, members willi understand that
there is vearly placed on the people an
menhus which to & very preal  extent
might be removed. Tn my apinion the
cost ean he lessened. Tf an Anstralian is
called upmn to fulfil the position of Gov-
ernor, 1 do not think he should be paid
at the same rate as the present Governor.
When o Vientenant-Governor was ap-
poinled in Vietoria that wentleman was
naid exactly the same amount of salary as
the Goverrm whose place he was filling.
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If the present system is abolished and
Ausiralians are appointed, there will be
no benefit if thal same eourse is folluwed.
We desire that the interesis of ihe State
should be safeguarded to this extent, thdt
the office and the upkeep of Government
Houses in Australia will be lessened.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. BSeaddan):
On bebalf of the Government I desire io
inform the House that we have no cbjec-
tion fo the motion as submitted by the hon.
member with the excepiion that I propose
fo move an amendment to sirike ont of
the last line the word “State” and insert
“Commonwenlth,” May I explain that
my reason is that I think it will possibly
be desirable not to restriet the home auth-
orities by confining an appointment even
undler these conditions to within the State,
hecause it might be to the advantage of
the Stale and of all concerned thal a per-
soh shouid he appoinied from some other
State and thus the Governors might be
interchangeable. A persom who was re-
moved from party strife might be ap-
pointed and might fulfil the office as well
as those Governors from other parts of the
Empive. I think the kon. member will
appreciate the reason for the amendment.
On the general ground I think the peo-
ple of this Staie almost unanimously
agree that the time has arrived when Aus-
tralia has snfficient prominent men who
could inke the office. and although they
might have heen attached to some politieal
party, they could hold the office and by
doing so hold the seale of justice bhetween
confending parties with equal poise. We
should give the opportunity lo vur prom-
inent citizens (o fill this office. Tt mus|
be remembered that whatever the nature
of the appoiniment might be, it must
always remain with His Majesty the King
to decide al any moment to dismiss any
person ocupying the office. Under the con-
ditions suggested by the motion it might
be found that some {ime or other the
acenpant of the office. while having per-
haps the snpport of the Minisiry of the
day. might do someihing that was detri-
mental {o the inferests of the Imperial
authorities within the Siate, and it would
be essential that they as an impartial body
should he able to =tep in and immediately
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dismiss him from oflice. That of course
will probably cause frictiou, but 1 sup-
pose Llie same thing will apply as in the
past that we shall bave to find methods for
overcoming these difliculties when they
arize. The point 1 desire to make is that
as far as the oflice of Governor is con-
cerned, we have alwavs held the view
thal this is 2 post which should he open
to our prominent citizens, and the objee- -
1ion we have taken to a previous attitnde
adopted by the Chamber is that while the
present condilions prevail and we arve
in the meantime trying 1o get an altera-
tion in the direction desired by the people,
as \he excentive power in the State re-
preseniing their views. we should accept
the position and do our nimest by way
of vomplying with their wishes and of
doing justice to the oceupant of the posi-
tion for the time being. Tven when a
¢hanwe takes place T am not one who
thinks {lat an  Australian  shonld  be
treated differently from anyume else. 1f
we llave a prominent eitizen appointed to
the position. T lhope we shall always
Gud it wise to see thaf his residence i= kept
as well as under the eouditions existing at
the present time. and that he will have the
same facilities for governing in the in-
terests of the State and the Crown as
anyone who is sent from another part of
the Prilish Dominions has at the present
time. Thal is the objection we have taken
fo an attempt on the part of some mem-
hers to get an expression of opinion in
an indireet manner which is not desirable
and which 15 not likely to bring ns credit,
but as a matter of fact is likely to bring
us diseredif, thowgh the feeling of the
House ns a whole is against the present
method of appointment. Tel me say
axain that if this change takes place, if
it ever does, and T hope it will shortty,
the cost to the State will not he such

a greal <enl less wnless we expect
the oeenpant of the office to have

considervable private means, and T am
sure the hon. memher does not desive to
restriel the oceupants of the office to per-
sons of private means. but to embrace
those with a reputation for their impar-
tialily and eeneral good work done for the
State. whether they have private means or
not. FEither the State will he calling upon
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a person to fill an office which does not
earry a salary which will enable him to
fulfil the position with dignity to the State,
or else it will have to provide him with
suflicient salary, and when the time comes
it will he found that the salary paid to-
day is not more than sufficient for fulfil-
ling the office of Governor, As regards the
question of the upkeep of Government
House, and also the providing of the
staff, I want to say that the present oceu-
pant of the position of Governor has not
been over-staffed by any means nor have
we expended a great amount of money
for the upkeep of the grounds and the
beauntifying and pgeneral vepairs of the
bunilding. We have not expended any
more than was essential, and in faet I
want te say that most members if they
took an opportunity of looking at Govern-
ment Honse would agree that it is not kept
in that eondition in which it ought to be
kept. Tt requires the expenditure of a
large sum to make Government House
Jost what we would desire it should bhe
for the vice-regal residence had we the
* wherewithal, and I say we have been very
economica] in the direction of providing for
the proper uplheep of Government House.
The stalement made so frequently by all
and sundry in different parts of Austra-
lin at the time we were fighting for Fed-
eration that it wonld bring ahont the
aholition of the present large expendi-
ture hy the varions States for salaries of
Governors and the upkeep of Government
Flouses. was only so much birdlime, used
as such at the time, and nothing else; be-
cause they knew that as long as the States
remained sovereign Stales they must have
some persons acling as governors, whether
it be local citizens or men from other parts
of the Dominions, and that we wounld have
to provide them with salaries and also
with staffs.

Mr, Foley: They reckoned it wouid
reduce the cost considerably, Fvery pub-
liv man said that.

The PREMIER: Of course, and I am
pointing that out; they used it as bivd-
lime for the purpose of inducing people
to vote for Federation. In years to come
the hon. member will approve of Ghese
remarks. T have yel to learn that any
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person in the State who objects to the
present method of appointing a person
to the position of Governor is desirous
that, when Lhe time arrives that a citizen
of the State shall be appointed, he
nst be a wan of private means, or a
person who has o hold some other office
earrying with it a magnifieent salary, or
that he shall be a man living in obseurity
in a six-by-eight tent in the Lills. Our
duly is to uphold the dignity of the
position.

Mr. Foley:
deal less cost,

The PREMIER: I am not so sure it
can be done at a great deal less eost while
we are a sovereign State. 1 only desire to
place Lhe true position before members,
We have absolutely no objeclion to the
nwotion so long as the choice is not re-
stricted to a citizen of the State itself,
and so thal we may have, when the time
arrives, when this is put in operation, an
interchange of citizens in all parts of Aus-
tralia. Tf we find any citizen in any part
of Australia removed from party jealous-
ies and party Interests, one who ean oe-
cupy the position with dignity and impar-
fiality, we shoulidl have the opportunity to
appoint him. We may find it may be
tlhhonght necessary that some citizen of
Western Ausiralia shonld be Governor of
Victoria, and we would nol object to see
some eitizen of Victoria becoming Gover-
nor of Western Australia,

Mr. Underwood: We
spare,

The PREMIER: The trouble is that
they wounld not perhaps accept in the
other States men we could spare for the
fime being. even as Governors. The
Government are prepared to support the
motion and to ask also that it be sub-
mitled to anotler place so that we can
submil to 1the Home aulhorities a peti-
tion on behalf of the Parliament of West-
ern Auslralia, expressing what it would
undoubledly be, the opinion of the major-
ity of the people of the State that our
feelings may be given consideration to and
noi. kept back simply becanse some other
States are not prepaved to agree with us
at the present time, We are a sovereign
Stale and should have ocur views con-

1t ean be done at a great

have some to
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sidered from our point of view, and not
from the point of view whether Victoria
or Tasmania agreed with us. That is why
I bave always objected to the statement
of the Secretary of State for the Colonies,
that the Flome Government could not
accept our views until all the other States
were in agreement. We can only con-
tinue to make representations, and adopt-
ing the motion amended in the direction

T suggest will be another opportunity of.

pressing on the Home authorities the
views of the people of the State. [ move
an amendmernt—
That the last word “State” be struck
oul and “Commonwedlth” inserted in
lieu.

[The Deputy Speaker (dr.
took the Chair.)

My, UNDERWOOD (Pilbara): T op-
pose the amendment. After all, [ think
it is only just widening the issue and get-
ting away from the vital point, which is
that we want fo appoint a Governor in
Western Australia, I am here to say that
if Western Anstralia eannot produce a
Governor she ought to go without one.
There are only one or two things 1 would
like to say in reply to the Premier. He
says that while existing conditions pre-
vail we must go on. Of course, while ex-
isting conditions prevail we must go on;
but there have been politieal parties for
bundreds of years desiring to change ex-
isling eonditions, and we have been
elected to this Iouse to endeavour to al-
ter this existing condition. If it is neces-
sary to just let existing conditions pre-
vail then we should appoint a few civil
servants and let them 1run the country.
In regard to Lhe bird lime that was used
when {he vote was taken to decide whether
we would federate, the Premier might
have nsed it as birdlime, and many others
may have done so, but there were tens of
thousands of Australians who voted on the
full ard clear understanding that it was
really pood building lime, and not bird-
lime at ali, that it was lime we were going
to use and lime Lhat was going to be use-
ful for Australia. Of course il is quite
easy to say it was birdlime, particularly
those who are using birdlime. In regard

Haolman)
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to the method of appointment, it is not
altogether a question of appointment; it
is a question really of cutting down the
expense. It is recognised throughout
Western Australia that we expend a con-
siderably larger sum than we ean afford
npyn mere frill and ostentation of gov-
ernmeni. We are not concerned so much
as to who makes the appointmenis so
long as we gel a good man at a consider-
ably less cost than at present. The Pre-
mier speaks about the necessary dignity,
which is a commodity that many of us on
this side of the House, and some on the
other side, have, thongh not in any great
quaniity—in fact some of the members
on the olher side have none.

Mr, Foley: I saw your aune in the
Nunday imes the other day.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: If we are pre-
parerld to pay for dignity and the uphold-
ing of dignity let us say so, but the mem-
bers of the House who object to paying
£7,000 a year for the upholding of dignity
should vote to indicate it, and those who
ave apposed to the expending of the peo-
ple's money for the upholding of this
dignily should have the right to say
whelher they approve of it or not. 1
have 1o say on hehalf of Pilbura that 1
am not prepared to expend this money
for the npholding of the due dignity of
the position. What the people of Pil-
bara want is a man to earry out the con-
stitnlional fuuclions of the position, and
that can be done withont any frill what-
ever. [f we paid a man £1,000 a year to
do it we eould gei any amounl of first-
class men at the present time.

Mr. Dooley: Would you iake it on?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: T would take it
on at £500, and, as T said about the clerk’s
position, T would do it well, and Western
Auslralin would have a good man. T do
not helieve that Western Anstralians are
prepared to continne this expenditnre of
money for the upholding of dignity, or
for upholding or maintaining these var-
ious socinl functions. After all, the great
bulk of the money is expended on enter-
taining a few people who live in the im-
mediate vicinity of Perth, while the rest
of Western Ausiralia have to payv their
shave towards it. I believe that the peo-
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ple of Western Australia generally do
not approve of that. and T hold that a
mal car earry out all the counstitutional
funections of a Governor and, if his health
demanded it. live in a six-by-four- tent
and still do the work well. The great
houses that we bave all throughout Aus-
tralia as vesidences of CGiovernovs are ab-
solutely unnecessary for the proper ful-
filling of the constitutional fanctions.
When we come fo social functions, when
we want 10 invile the bow ton of the
towns o garden parties and dinners and
buy them wine, of course we want the
money and the houses, but if we require
a man lo earry ouf constitulional fune-
tions these are nol necessary, 1 contend
it is the constitutional functions Western
Australia is prepared to payv for. Those
people who desire social functions and
dezire this dignity and all that, should
spend their own money on it. and not the
noney of the people of Pilbara. There
has been some talk of a man being incap-
aritated from filliug the position of Gov-
ernor because he has heen a politictan,
It i= absolutely absurd. Those making the
statement cannot have thought over the
position. If it is impossible to appoint a
politician—and all polifieians are party
politicians—it would be impossible to ap-
yoint a Speaker. When we come lo re-
alize that we ean eleel a man from our
owin House, taking him vight out of the
batile of party polities, and place him in
the Chair; when we realise we can get
a man who 15 impartial, not one but
dozens of thein, if we wanl them, then we
must realise that we can get a Clovernor.
When we wanl an Agent General it is the
same,  Would the Premier say—I know
he will not suggest—that ihe late Liberal
leader, ®ir Newion Moore. is not impar-
tial towards liberalism in his position as
Agent General? We know that Sir New-
ton Moore is absolutely impartial in deal-
ing wilh this State. no matler whether it
is a Tiberal or Labour Government, The
same applies to Sir (Heorge Reid, nr Mr.
Wirkpatriek, of Sonth Australia: in faet
almost every apppointment we have made
demonstrates thal men who have heen
politicians are quite capable of heing
impartial when put in the position of
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dealing with questions where impartiality
is necessary,
Mr. Dooley:
Court hench?
My, UNDERWOOD: It is nol neces-
siry to give any fovther details. Pesides
I want (v leave something for the hon.
wenmber for Geraldton. There ave many
memhers on this side ot the House who
are absolutely sincere aboul ihis. The
motion is more an academic discussion,
an expression of pious hope or pivus
wigh, and the piving effect to it (o some
extent depends on how it 15 presented;
but this is the peosition I take it, thai we
arve i enrnest about his, wnd that we
have to show (he authorvities in l.ondon
ihot we are in enrnesi. The best way to
ghow people that we are in earucst is to
2o al them finaneially. A man can tell
a fairly good tale, and one can believe
all about it until he comes al one wanting
a loan and i(hen i is realised he is in
earnest. We were in earnest ihe other
night when we enl down the upkeep of
Government House by £1.000. The 1Wesr
Austvalian newspaper elaims that that
was a snap vote. There will be no snap
vote this afterncon. The vole. T lope,
will demonstrate that this Parliament ab-
solutely favours an alieration of the sys-
tem. 1f the motion Las no effect we should
continue the method of reducing salaries.
We cannot veduce the actual salavy of the
Govemor, except by an amending Bill,
which would have to be passed by the
Legislative Couneil, But this House has
absolute control of that item on the Esti-
mates, and if this protest has no effect
I will be prepared next vear to vote for
the entive deletion of that item and, if it
is the onlv way of getting what we desive,
Jetting Government House and the gar-
dens go to rnin, to strike the item right
off as thourh we meant it. T hope the
amendment will not he carried, but that
members will vote for the motion. As
far as sending men from the Eastern
States iz concerned, we have any number
of suilable men in Western Australia, The
fact of somehody whom we do not know.
and who knows nothing about us, being
sent from Queensland or Tasmania. would
not improve matters. T believe this State

What abont {he High
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is competent of producing men capable of
filling the position, and [ believe we
should give the position to some ¢itizen
of this State,

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Hon, FRANK WILSON (Sussex): 1
am rather in aecord with the amendment
ihe Premier has moved to the motion. I
o nol think, it we are to have pur Gov-
ernors appointed from Anstralian citizens,
that we should confine the appointments
to citizens of our own Siate entirely. 1
am of opinion that already the power
rests with the Home authorities Lo make
“uch an appointment if ihey deem it
desirable. [ do not know of anyihing
to prevent a citizen of Auslralia, or even
of Western Australia, being appointed at
the present time. 1 do know, however,
that it has been cusiomary for one reason
or anoilier te send out representatives
from the Motherland, and 1 think that
practice has been a good one up to
the present time. Indeed, so far as [ am
concerned, T have no very strong feeling
either one way or the other in respect to
the alteration of this sysiem. T am yuite
prepared to say al once lheve are many
very eslimable citizens in Ansfralia who
could fill these positions equally as well,
from a coloniad point of view, as {he
gentlemen sent out from time to time from
England. But we have to take into eon-
sideration the_ fact that men who ave seut
ont from the old country, after perhaps
having proved themselves in the service
of the King and their eountry, are more
likely to he in lonch with the opinions aud
views of those who rule affairs at Home
for the time being. than is the avernge
Australian eitizen.  And the Governor of
any Sovereign State is, we must not for-
get the direct representative of His
Yajesty the King. This being so, T say
that, so far as T am concerned, T have little
fault to find with the present svstem. To
say That the motion moved hy the mem-
ber for Swan (Mr. Turvey) mighe,
through any line of argument, be eon-
sidered a  reflection on  the present
nccupant of the office s, of ecourse,
absurd.  We know quile well that
the present Governor has fulfilled his
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duties in a manner salisfactory ty every
one. We know that his predecessors Qid
so also. I Lhink we can say that of every
Governor who has been appeinted to that
high position in Western Australia. They
have all ecarvied out their duties aceoréing
to their judgment and the directions they
Lave received from time to fime, i a sat-
isfactory manuner, and therefore on that
seore there can be no reason for asking for
an alteralion of the system. Refercuce
has been made by the mover to the system
oblaining in Canada.  On severa! oeca-
sions I have myself referred to that sys-
tem aud expressed disapproval of it. T
do net think it is condueive to the well-
being of Sovereign Slates, such we have in
the Commaonwealth, to have our governors
appoiuied by the central authorily, and T
hope that system will never be adopted
here. To have the power vested iu the
central autherity for the time being—re-
presenied of eomrse by the Governor (en-
erval, aeting on the advice of Lis Ministers
——fo appoint the governors of the difler-
ent States, would be extremely objectien-
able. Tn Canada il goes mueh further,
becanse the central Government bave the
vight o velo the legislation of Stale
Houses. So we cannot hold up Canada
as an example which can be profilakly
followed by Western Australia, or any
other State of the Commonwealth.  The
idean that we nmst have binssed wen if
we appoint them from our own country
15, I think, equally absurd. 11 stands fo
reason that wherever a man is prominent
in the affairs of his counlrv. if he lives in
one of the States of the Conunonwealth.
he must at some lime or ofher have been
closely rconnected with (he political for-

tunes of one party or the other.  This
applies equally fo the appomtees From
Home as it does in Aunstralia. Naturally

the retort will he made that Home poli-
ties do not concern us out here. That is
quite frue to some extent, but the faect ve-
mains that all the important positions
right through the British Empire are
made from one shade of political thought
or the other, and of course tliey are well
made, and the positions well filled, and
the idea of the party leanings in the gen-
tlerien who are appointed from time to
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time to these positions has never entered
into the heads of those who bave made
the appointments as heing detrimental to
the due Fulfilment of their duties. Indeed,
I go so far as to say that a man who has
been intimately conuoected with the poli-
tieal well-being of his eountry is likely, in
my opinion, to be able to fulfil the fine-
tions belter than another who has had no
similar experience, A man can always
rise above his politieal faith in adwminis-
tering a position which does not call for
any special politieal beliefs, and thervefore
on that score I say al once we ean safely
have gentlemen appointed, not only from
Ansiralia, but from Weslern Ausiralia,
who, although they have been in the thiek
of the political turmoil of their eountry
for years, would rise to the dignity of {le
posilion and fll it well as Governor of
the State. J am sorry to think the svle
argument, so far as I can gather, put
forward by hon. members who are sup-
porting this wotion, is one of economy.
They want to see the expenditure in con-
pection with Government House and the
Viee-regal establishment eut down, and T
presume eut down to some considerahle
extenl. It is refreshing to notice the
different attitude of onr friends when iu
power and when in Opposition. I remem-
ber fnll well that when hon. members who
now oceupy the Treasuty bench occupied
this front Opposilion bench they had not
words strong enough to express their dis-
approval of the alleged wilful waste and
expenditure in connection with the Gov-
ernor’s eslablishment, and the salavy
which he drew. To-day, however, we find
the Premier, with that sense of responsi-
bility upon him whieh his office, of course,
naturally brings, voicing the opinion that
the Governor is not overpaid, that the
position is not undnly expensive so far
as the Stale is concerned, and that even
il a loeal man were selected for this posi-
tion, he, for one at any rate, cannot see
how this expenditure could be eurtailed.
T commend that view to hon. members oy:-
posite, more especially to my friend (he
member for Pilbarra {Mr. Underwood)
who is so anxiouns to take on the work at
the magnificent remuneration of £500 per
annnm. 1 think it wounld be a pity to de-
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prive the electors of Pilbara of tleir
splendid representative in this House in
order to reduee him to the position of
Governor of the State. T believe in
econgmy being praectized in reason in all
departments, and I think the Governor's
establishment is a filting establishinent n
which to economise in a reasonable way.
1 do not, bowever, agree with this whole-
sale condemmation of expenditure in con-
neetion with Government House, nor can
[ approve of such action as was taken
the other night in econnection with the
Estimates, when that expenditure was vo-
dueed hy the sum of £1,000. I know that
hon. members on that occasion wished to
volce their opinion in the direction of this
motion. It seems to me, however, to be a
poor way of getling at what they require,
to ent down expenditure which must of
necessity be incorred in order fto uphold
the dignity of the State itself. After all,
we have some pride in our institutions, and
surely if we elaim the right of a sovereign
State we must have some pride in the
dignity of the office of the gentleman who
represents s Majesty the King in this
Siate. We are either patriotic (o the
Moiherland or nnpatriohie, and so long as
we have Governors let us not be niggavdly
in voting the neecessary funds to maintain
the position. We must have Governors
in Western Australia unless we wish to
he absorbed hy the central power, by the
Federal Government and Parliament; un-
less we wish to become a nonentity in the
politieal life of Australia as a whole T
maintain we must have a representative
of the King to preside over the destinies
of the State. The member for Pilbara was
very faecetious-in his remarks in connec-
tion with the expenditure. He wants to
see Government Flouse gavrdens go to
wreck and ruin. He is going fo insist
that no gardener shall be employed, and
that the grounds shall be allowed to arow
wild in order to demonstrale that we are
determined to have our way in this diree-
tion. The Governor’s duty is not only to
preside over the Executive Council meet-
ings and to give his authority when neces-
sary on hehalf of the Crown in connection
with legislation and other matters pertain-
ing to the well-being of the State. The
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Governor bas an equally necessary duty
to perform in representing social affairs
in the State and extending bospitality to
distingunished visitors who come to our
shores, and this part of his duties cannot
be overlooked. Even as the Premier and
his colleagues have to spend considevable
sums every year in their way to entertain
distingnished visitors to our State, so the
Governor has to spend large sums in a
similar direction. We cannot get away
from the responsibility of the position,
and it is idle to think we can sit back as
a president or seeretary of a trades union
might do and say we are only going to
earry ont the exaet functions delegaled-
to us for our payment, and nat fo go one
step beyond. It is wider and hroader in
every respect than the private positions
or semi-public positions which members
fili. It is a position that requives the sup-
port, the combined support, of all shades
of political opinton in order that ihe
King's representative might he properly
honsed and be able to keep up the posi-
tion in the State over which he presides.
T am hardly n aceord with the plea put
forward by some members that beeause
certain advocates of Federation said State
Governors would probably he abolished,
or at any rate the expenditure would be
largely reduced, therefore we are hound
to follow them in this divection. T do
not vemember thai it was ever made a
very strong cry in this place.

Mr. Lewis: Tt was urged that the cost
of zovernment would be reduced.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: If it was, it
was an expression of individual opinion
by individual speakers advocating Feder-
ation, and T venture to think that the
£1,000 or £1.500 or even £2,000 that conld
be saved in altering the system existing
at the present time would be money, shall
T say, wasted, at any rate it would he
money thal would be badly saved in my
opinion, so far as our State is concerned.
I do not think that we can improve our
position very much. I believe myself in
having a direct representative from the
motherland, one who is entirely free from,
shall T say, Australian bias, who is en-
tirely free and comes here with a broad
view of his duties as representing His
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Majesty the King, and one who has had
experience of the old country and of the
lenders of thought therein. But my feel-
ings in this direction are not so strong that
I can take exeeption to an Australian, a
worthy Australian, being appointed to a
position of this sort. As I believe I am
right in contending that the authorities
have full power to appoint any eitizen
throughout the British Empire to the posi-
tion, [ think every good purpose will be
served by adopting the amendment the
Prenvier has moved and letting the Gov-
ernment make their representations to
the Home authorities and say if the Home
authoyrilies are preparved to accept an Aus-
tralian for the position of Governor in
Weslern Australia, the Government are
quite prepared to aceept such a one if
appointed. T support the Premier in his
amendment. Tt seems to me that we ought
not to attempt for one moment to confine
the sclection, if it is to be confiued at all.
to our Stale, but rather we should be
broad-minded and Federal enough in our
views to say that as we are an integral
portion of the Commonwealth, and Aus-
iralians are one to-day, we shall have a
selection made from Australia and not
Lrom our own State of Western Australia
alone.

Mr. HARPER (Pingelly) : T intend to
oppose the amendment and also the
motion. 1 do not think for one moment
that we will be going in the right direction
it we appoint anyone from the Kastern
States to become Governor of Western
Australin. We have heard a great deal
ahout heing one people with one destiny,
but so far as Federation is concerned, T
have not, to my knowledge, seen anything
of a practical demonstration of a Federal

.sentiment towards Western Australia, and

T think the appointment of a Governor
of Western Australia from the Eastern
States would be simply ridiculons. It
would be very difficult indeed for anyone
to give up his home in the Eastern States
and make a home in Western Anstralia.
Also T think the people in the Eastern
States would think a very long time be-
fore selecting anyone from Western Aus-
tralia to be Governor in any one of those
States. Tt wonld be almost a preposterons
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idea to have local Governors appointed be-
eause it is impossible to seeure Governors
in Ausiralia who would be free from the
trammels of previous political opinions
and who would start under unbiassed con-
ditions as a Governor from the ¢ld country
wonld. T tlink it is one step towards
breaking the ties with the Empire to which
we are all so proud to belong. The ex-
pense is certainly a small matler. It
works out at only 4d. per head of the
population of Western Anstralia. I think
ii would be a very lamentable state of
affairs if we could nol afford ihis ex-
pense. I think we would find it extremely
difficult to secure men in Australia who
have taken no part in political matters
and parfy polities.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: Does not the same
apply to imporied Governors?

Mr, HARPER: Not to the same extent
because imported (ioveriors have not been
in touch with any party polities in Aus-
tralia previous to their arvival here, and
for that reason 1 think we should stick to
the system in vogue at the present time.
1 agree with the member for Swan (Mr.
‘Purvey) in economising in every possible
way, especially in a young State like
Western Australia. At the same time T
do not see any way of improving the pre-
sent state of affairs. T snggest that to
break away from the present system and
to appoint a Governor from the Eastern
States would be another step lowards
unifieation.

Mr, Green: That will come all rvight.

Mr. HARPER: And as everyone in this
House knows we have dearly pmid for
onr experience of Federation. The mem-
ber for Pilbara (Mr. Underwood) has
spoken of the birdlime which was freely
used during the campaign in the advocacy
of Federation. Unfortunately that was not
the only birdlime used on that oecasion.
A great deal is available very mueh to
the disadvantage of Western Australia at
the present time, and although I may be
classed as a “States righter” or a “States
frighter,” T think the only black spot on
the politieal history of Western Auvstralia
1s the snbmitting of the referendum to the
people at that time. To appoint a Gov-
ernor from any other State in Australia
would be simply ridiculous. Tt bas been

‘at any
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proved thai ihe people in the Eastern
States have not shown any sympathy with
us in any shape or form, as we have paid
very dearly for our experience of Fed-
eration.  To break away from the present
svsiem of the Imperial authorities ap-
pomting the State Uovernor would be to
sever the ties of the Empive, and we have
a great deal to be proud of in belonging
{0 the Empire.

Mr. Foley: And the Fmpire has a bit
to be proud of in owning Australia.

Mr. HARPER: We should be proud
of the protection of the Briiish Empire;
rate without the Tmpire the
Australian people would not very long
be the free people and independent sub-
jects that they are to-day. ' Although I
appreciale to a great extent the views
expressed by the member for Swan as
regards economising in every way, I say
there are other ways in which we can
economise sufficiently to meet the amount
involved in the upkeep of the office of
State Governor, and although I have net
verv mueh sympathy with fetes such as are
held at Government Honse for the seleet
few. still T hold hroad enough views to
belteve in sticking to the present system
of the appointment of governors by the
Tmperial authorities. of being one na-
tion. and of being loval to the Empire.
I think it would be a weakening of the
link of patriotism that exists and that
onght to he strengthened if anything ean
he done to strengthen onr admiration for
the British nation and flag. Anything
we can do in that direetion wounld he to
the advantage of the people in this iso-
Infed part of the workl. We are called
npon at the present time to he more pa-
triotiec than ever hefore. A great deal
ean he said on that peint, and T wonld
like to wrge on hon. members the ereat
necessity for strengthening the ties of
Empire as mueh as possible.

Mr., CARPENTER (Tremantle) : 1
wounld like 1o congratulate {he member
for Swan for the moderate and dignified
form in which he has framed this motion.
Too frequently when this subjeet is be-
ing diseussed it is made ridienlous by ex-
Ireme stalementz as to the utilily or
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otherwise of having a Governor at all
Only those who have given serions at-
tention to the subject know that under
our present method of government a
Governor is indispensable and the only
question we are discussing this afternoon
is whether the office of Governor should
be filled by someone locally resident or
someone from over the seas. It is ofien
asserted from the publie platform that
in this free and enlightened country of
ours flie humblest individual may rise to
the highest position in the land. and that
is generally true, bul it has this one ex-
ception. At the present time, ud matter
how deserving a resident of this State
or Ausiralin mav be, Le eannot oceupy
the position of governor of his State and
from this point of view there is some-
thing to be said for the motion, and I
take it that is chiefly the pnrpose for
which the member for Swan has moved
the motion. I do not attach mueh im.
portance myself to the finanecial aspect
of the question. T would like to say with
reference to Lhe argument that the leader
of the Opposition has dealt with at some
length. that is the upkeep of the secial
side of the Government institution, that
there is an artificiality about the styvle
of living, not only in our own Govern-
ment House but in all (overnment
Houses, which, in my opinion, has no
good effect on the public mind. Tn Aus-
tralia we are advocates, at leasi T am, of
simplicity of living. T do not want fo see
anything like they have in the older
countries: opulence. exiravagance, and
luxury on the one hand with abjeet pov-
erty on the other. I want to wipe ont
the millionaire and the pauper. Any-
thing that tends to sel up an artifieial
style of living has a tendency to the least
thoughtful of the community to follow
others and perhaps go one better.

Hon, Frank Wilson: What is there
artificial about Government House?

Mr. CARPENTER: T am just dealing
with that question. Tf anyone by his ef-
forts ean attain to a position of comfort
and enjoy the best things of life, I have
no objection to his doing so, hut there
1§ an objection to the selting up
of wmembers of the community whe
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hold and maintain a scale of living which
is out of toucl with the rest of the com-
munily, and I repeat. so long as that ex-
ists there is always the temptation that
somehody else wanis 1o imitate or go one
betler if possible. 8o we have this
false standard which may not have a good
moral effect on the community. 1 am
aware that when Federalion was estab-
lished there was a weneral opinioun that we
should do away with, not vnly some of our
Btate Governors, bui some of our Siate
Parliaments as well. Some people who
ought to have known beiter voled for
Federalion to my knowledge i the belief
that it wonld mean one Governovr-General
and one Parliament Touse for the whole
of Australia,

Hon. W. C. Angwin {Honorary Mini-

ster): A very few,
Mr. CARPENTER: There may not

have heen a great number, but a consider-
able portion voted for Federafion because
they believed it would bring ahout econo-
my that would be considerable when lhe
abolition of the State Governors and their
establishmenls were consideved. But when
Federation was established and we began
to readjust ourselves fo it and a somewhat
opposite feeling e¢rept into the minds of
the representaiives of the Stale Govern-
ments, they thought they were likely to
be overshadowed by the Commonwealth
and they began fo rvenssert rhemselves,
I remember distinetly with the appoint-
ment of the first Agent General lor Sonth
Australia, after that State came into the
Federation, a proposal there which found
common acceptance for some months be-
fore that the Agent General of the Siate
would lose a lot of the honowr and glory
of the office. and that he would hecome a
sort of Siate agent and would he dwarfed
hy the representative of the Common-
wealth: but when a propozal was made
in the State Parliament to dulb him Srate
Agent. the whole Parliament rose against
it and eried out that they were losing their
dignity by allering the title of the man
whom they were sending to Tondon to
reprezent them. 8o ihere has been a
zeneral feeling sinee and it does apply in
the minds of some people to the question
of the appeintment of the State Gavernor.
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There are others who hold somehow,
I do not guite know how, that if we do
not have a Governor appointed from the
old country very much less dignity would
be attaching to the office than at the pre-
sent time. 1 am not going to say that as
between the citizen of the old country or
the United Kingdom and the citizens of
Ausiralia that we need draw compari-
sons al all, but T believe that certainly, so
far as ability is concerned and deserts
are concerned, we can find men in Aus-
tralia fully qualified and ecapable of ful-
filling that position. What are the duties
of the office? T suppose, put briefly,
they are simply to maintain the power.
anthority and prestige of the Tmperial
Government in our Australian affairs.

The Attorney General: No, more than
that, it is necessary to the machinery of
the Constitution.

Mr. CARPENTER: I awm covering
that. 1 nnderstand under the Constitution
we are part of the British Empire and
the Governor stands in place of His Ma-
jesty ihe XKing for the time being in our
Execntive Counecil, and the only question
that can be raised is this, whether the eiti-
zens of Australia would be as fully seized
of the high and important daties of that
position in relation to the British Empire
as the Britisher is to-day.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster}: There is nothing to prevent an
Australian citizen being appointed fo-day.

My, CARPENTER: I am not so sare
about that, but if it be so what need for
the motion? This motion infers or im-
plies that the Australian citizen has po
chance. If he bhas the right to be ap-
pointed I say the duties of the office are
such that I believe any worthy citizen of
Australia if appointed to the position
would be as fully seized of his duties and
anxious to fulfil the funetions of that
office as anyone who conld be brought
from another country. As a matter of
faet, the occupant of the office to-day.
no matter where he comes from, shonld
be in close and full aceord with the ex-
pressed opinions of the Anstralian people.
I do not remember that we have had, cer-
tainly not in recent years, in Australia,
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any conflict between the State Goveruor
as represenfing the Imperial authority
and the State Parliaments. Some years
ago, in New Zealand, I think there was a
case where the Governor of New Zealand
found himself in conflict with his consti-
tutignal advisers and there was some un-
pleasantness, and as a result shortly after-
wards that Governor left New Zealand.
Since that time no case of a serious con-
fliet between lhe Governor and the Gov-
ernment of the day has arisen. All the
Governor is supposed to do is that if any-
thing be done by legislation which may
bring aWout a conflict between the Im-
perial anthorities and some other couniry
the Governor holds ihat legislation baeck
pending (he expression of His Majesty's
pleasure.  Surely that is something
which any Australian eitizen with oxdi-
nary intelligence and experience of public
life could do equally well. I am not at
all surprised that the Colonial Office, hav-
ing upon its shoulders very heavy obliga-
tions in ipaintaining not only the peace
and harmony of the Empire iself bhut
also having to keep in view at all times
its relations with foreign countries, I am
not surprised, [ say, that the Colonial
Office does not regard a proposal of this
characler with very much friendliness.
And yet, judging by past experiences, we
know that the British Government and in
particular the Secretary of State for the
Colonies, when he finds in any part of the
British BEwmpire public opinion has ex-
pressed itself elearly and strongly on any
matier affecting their own Government.
the Colonial Office has found ways and
means of aequieseing in the wishes of the
people. But T say T am not at all in
aceord with the suggestion of the Secre-
tary of State for the Colonies, ar reported
in the House hy the Premier a few days
ago that this change or any similar change
cannot take plare until the whole of the
States of Australia bave expressed them-
selves favourable to it. For the very rea-
son that the Secretary of State asserts.
paniely, that we are a sovereign State. T
kold if any one State has fully made up
ils mind that it wants one of its own citi-
zens appointed as Governor it has the
right to have that done if there is no Con-
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stilutional reason against it, jrrespective
of what the other States may think. I am
‘hoping, in fact I ihink the Premier has
given us fo understand, that the Govern-
ment are taking further steps to make re-
presentations to the Colonial Office in
regard to the wishes of this State without
reference to what is done or said in the
other States. The question as to how the
Governor would be appointed if the ap-
pointment is to be made from the local
citizens is one that we should have to face.
The mere appointment must he made, as
has been stated, by the home Government,
but I take it it must be done and would
he done on the recommendation of the
Government of the Slate concerned, 1
eould imagine no other body having any
power ta make the recommendation.

Hon. W, C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster) : It would be rather dangerous.

Mr. CARPENTER.: Will the Honorary
Minister suggest who should have the
authority to make the recommendation?
There is no other power in the land which
would have the right to make the recom-
mendation 45 te who should be appointed
State Governor, and as to the danger of
it, that has been discussed by a previons
speaker. We appoint onr Agent General
through ihe agency of the Government
of the day, and when that Agent General
gets to London he forgels that he was at
one Hme a party politielan. 1 does not
matter o him which Government holds
office, he does his duly fo his Siate and
fulfils the functions of his office ir-
respective of what his particclar views
inay be, and the same thing would happen
in reference to the office of Governor. If
we have any fear about that we have no
right to support a motion of this kind.
1 do not believe there is any danger what-
ever, no more in faet in appointing a
man who has been active in politics in
Australia, than there wonld be in ap-
pointing a man who has been active in
polities in the old country, and we know
that in the old country appoiniments are
made from the ranks of men who have
been most active in party politics. Of
course when out here they have never
given the least indieation of what their
views might have heen.
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The Attorney General: They are men
trained for that kind of office.

Mr. CARPERTER: If that be so, it is
a further reason why we should have Aus-
tralian governors. I do not like a pro-
fessional governor. I do not say that the
man whoe is trained to fill this office can-
not and does not perform hig duties well,
Lut the very faect that some men are
selected and trained so that they might
simply fill this office is rather a con-
detnnation of the present system.
If the highest and best offices of
the land are worth anything at all,
they should be given to men who
have rvendered some serviee to their
country, and T can conceive of no better
reward being given to a good Aystralian,
who might have his efforts crowned by
one day being appointed to the position
of Governar of a State. Therefore, T
very much prefer to see the position filled
by such a man rather than have what is
known as o professional povernor from
the old country.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter): The man who is properly frainasd
would have an advantage over any other.

Mr. CARPENTER: 1 hold that the
man who has had years of experience of
public life in Australia and who has some
coustitutional knowledge as well is better
fitted for the pesition than the man who
has been trained in a school so that he
might some day become a professional
governor,

The Attorney General:
them about.

Mr. CARPENTER: T understand that,
but we know that men have been sent fo
Australia whe have been altogether un-
fitted for the oflice. An English eountry
gentleman is an admirable man as a coun-
try squire riding throngh the village in
his own carriage, receiving obeisances
from the villagers, but when he eomes ont
bere, he finds himself out of tomch with
that young and progressive life of (his
rountry, and the result is rather dis-
appointing te them as well as to ihe
people of the country. I have known that
to happen more than once,

The Attorney General: The chief point
1 whose servants shall they be; the ser-

They change
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vants of the Commonwealth, or the sex-
vants of England?

Mr., CARPENTER: The servants of
botl. He holds the balance when neces-
sary between the Imperial Government
and the Government of the State, and in
doing thai he has high and important
functions to performn. The present posi-
tion is so hedged avound eonstitutionally
that theve is almost no danger of confliel
simply becanse when gquestions evop up
which might cause complications, all the
Governor las to do is to say to his ad-
visers—“Thiz may canse some trouble; I
am going Lo veserve it and get an opmion
from the ol ecouniry upon .7 As io
what effeel this will have upon the State
or npon our relations with the Binpire, T
do not need to discuss. I do not think it
will lave anv harmful effeet. I belicve
our connection with the Empire is alto-
gether oo hroad to be atfected by any
small change of this kind. As to the
amendmeni  proposed by the Premier,
while 1 syvmpathise with it, in some way
1 wish the Premier eould have added the
word to the motion, rather than strike oul
ihe other, so as to replace it. 1 do not
want to see any refleclion cast upon ouar
own State. I do not care whether the man
is appointed {rom this State, or whether
from the Commonwealth, bat in striking
ot the word “Sfaie” and putting in 1he
word “Commonwealth” it seems to me
that we are confessing that we have no
men in Llhe State capable of filling the
position. 1 the Prewier will make lus
amendment read “State or Common-
wealth” T think T ean support the motion
as amended, and then T do not think
anxone will take exeeption to it.

Hon. W. (. Angwin {Honorary Min-
ister) : Ts nof the State in the Commou-
wealth?

Mr. CARPENTER: Yes, bat by strik-
ing out “State” and inserting “Common-
wealth” it seems to me to be raising the
question that we are afraid we have no
capable men here. I shall support the
miotion as amended if the Premier will
agree to my suggestion.

Mr. DWYER (Perth) : T wounld like to
address myself brieflv to the subject
matter under discussion. This counfry
has been extremely fortunate in getting
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the services of o gentleman like =iv
Gerald Sirickland as its Covernor. lle
has been a great snccess indeed. In (hat
tigh oflice he has given satisfaction to al
raembers of the eommunity, of every class
and every creed. and [ believe he has
given enlive satisfaction to the various
Govermuenis he has aeted with., [ think,
however, this guestion ovught to be dis-
cussed, and | intend 1o discuss i quite
apart trom the jerson who happens (o
ocenpy the position at the present line.
ar who has oceupied it in the past, or who
may oceupy Hoin the future. There i
no doubt whatever that the Governor of
this Staute or any State has very high and
imporiaul duties to perform. He hLolds
a very high ollice Lhere in beiug the repre-
sentative of His Majesty the Ning, aud
in exercising the royal prevogalive. It is
of course quite true that he is bouod
down to conshilutional ensiom, and thai
in most matters, even in matiers in which
he is supposed fo exercise a persounl
discretion, it has become quite customary
for the Governor fu consult and ro seek
tlie advice of the Ministry in power for
the time being. Fven apart from that in
the maiters that are by letiers patent
reserved for Lhe roval assent. and in dis-
tinguishing ihese from other matters, he
still has high funchions to perform, be-
canze after all whenever any Bill comes
before ihis Parlinment he has 1o decide
whether it comes under one calegory or
another, and he frequently has to weiglh
the evidence as to whether he should
grant a discolution or whether he should
seel to form a Government from the mem-
hers of Parliament then existing. 1 do
nol wish to deery the high offiee or the
high funelions the Governor has to per-
form. but 1 do say there is nn reason (lat
any one ean advanee why this office and
powers and functiens should nol he per-
formed by a citizen of the Commonwealth,
trained in the Commonwealth, or indeed
by any other British subject. This should
cost us n great deal less than it cosls us
at the present time. T think while many
members who have spoken on this suh-

ject have heen prompled by a most
palriotic and praiseworthy desire so far

as Anstralia is concerned, the fact ve-
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mains that whether the gentleman occapy-
ing the posilion is a eiizen of Australia
or of the old country, the duties and
funetions he will have to perform will re-
main as before. and boeiled down to hard
" facls the question comes down to what
the person occupying the office should re-
ceive by way of salarvy for the duties he
has to perform. Only a few minutes ago
1 looked wp in TWhiltaker the salaries
paid to the lieufenant governors in the
provinces forming the Dominion of Can-
ada. T find thaf in Ontarie, with a popu-
lation of 2,518,000, the Lieutenant Gover-
nor receives £2,000 per annum; in Quebec,
with a population of 2,697,000, he re-
ceives £2,000 per annum; in Nova Scotia,
with a population of 589,037, he receives
£1,800; in New Brunswick, the popu-
lation of which I bave not ascertained,
the salary is £1,800: in Manitoba, with
a popnlation of 454,691, the salary is
£1,800; in British Columbia, with & popu-
lation of 362,768, the salary is £2,000; in
Alberta, with a population of 500,000,
the salary i1s £1,800; in Saskatchewan,
with a popuolation of 453,508, the salary
is £1,800. In Newfoundland, which is out-
side the Dominion, and where the Gover-
nor is appointed by the Crown, as here,
the population is 234,588, and the salary
is £2,000.

Mr, Dooley: What is the upkeep of
the establishments?

Mr. DWYER: T have not been able to
aseertain that information, but still when
we compare the salaries and take into
consideration the various populations of
those provinces with our own of 300,000,
we see how mueh higher the salary is that
we pay.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister): Salaries generally are higher
in Australia than in Canada,

Mr. DYWYER: Our Governor receives
exactly twice the salary of the highest
paid governor of any of the provinees
T have nuoted, and in addition, there is
a private secretary who receives £350 per
annum, and there is the npkeep of the es-
tablishment itself, which last year ecost
£3.184. If we add £3,184 to £4,350 we
have a total of £7,534. It seems to me
that in view of what is paid in Canada
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for a Lientenani-Governor we might hava
our Governor and the gubernatorial es-
tablishment conducted at a much smaller
cost o the Sfare and the difference de-
voted 1o other purposes, education for in-
stanee, T think with olher members who
have spoken that if a reduction in the
salarv of the office of Governor was ei-
tected the probability is that we would
have some person in Anstralia appointed.
After all, what does it malier whether lie
15 a resident of Western Auslralia ov
Queensland, or any other State? 1 think
any man in Australin shovld be able to
say. as was said of Napoleon's soldier that
he “earried a mavshall’s baton iu his knap-
saek.? that it is competent for him to
attain the highest position in any State
in Anstralia. While there is a large sal-
ary and other emoluments attaching to
the oflice, there is no doubt that the Gov-
ernor will in the future as heretofore, be
appointed from England, While the
member for Fremantle was speaking
there were certain interjections made with
reference to the training required for the
Governorship. It is a matter of common
notoriety that Governors have been ap-
pointed here and in other States who have
not had an hour’s training for the posi-
tion, and whose gualifications were simply
that they were nominees of the party in
power in the British House of Commons.
It is true ihat the present lolder
of the officc has received special
training, but we mway make the gen-
eral stafement that Governors usnally
have had no speclal training for
the position, and in most instances
have been appointed without any qualifit-
¢ations other than social or political qual:-
fications which commended them to the
party in power in the British House of
Commons for the time being. I there-
fore say that some change in regard to
these appointments can be made. I do
not think it would be desirable that the
nomination of these Governors shonld ema-
nate from the Government of the State,
but I think by the reduction of the salary
of the office we would in future have per-
sons appoinied in Anstralia, persons with

a knowledge of econstitulional law, per-
sons who have not been connected with any
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of the political parties in the State to
which they are appointed, and persons
who would give just as munch satisfaction
to the State and the Ewmpire as a whole
as those appeointed under the present
system,

Mr. DOOLEY (Geraldton): I am very
pleased that the meinber for Swan has
brought this motion forward this after-
noon, for the reason that it is a question
that has been exercising the minds of
every portion of the Commonwealth for
many years past, and bas cropped up
even in the Commonwealth Parliament
within the last few weeks. I have listened
very carefully to the debate, and I must
confess that so far as the main object
songht, economy in administration, is con-
eerued, we have not elucidated anything
in that direetion. Although this is one of
the planks of the platform to which I
am pledged, I think it would be betler
while we are eonsidering the question of
reforming this poesition to see if it is not
possible to abolish it altogether. While
we are about it and while the Government
are considering this change, they should
endeavonr to see if it is not possible to
combine the office of King’s representa-
tive in the State with that of Governor-
General, Personally I do not see any ob-
stacle in the way. 1 have looked wup in-
formation in regard to the functions of
State Governors, and, so far as I have
been able to discover, those functions can
be performed by the Governor-General.
That being so, I think it is desirable that
something should be done in that divee-
tion, because I am salisfied that the ad-
-ministrative powers of the State are ex-
tending, and consequently we are building
up a fair case in that respect. All Gov-
erniors who comwe into power entail some
extra expense in administration. We are
continually building up new departments,
and T contend that all those appendages
to administration which are unnecessary
should be reduced, as far as possible, and
that this is one that could easily be dis-
pensed with. I do not wish to be misun-
derstood in this matter. On many occas-
ions when this question bas been raised,
particularly by persons representing the
same political opinion as members on this
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side of the House. it has been said that
this is an attempt to “ent the painter” and
break off from the Motherland. As a re-
presentative of that party T say that it is
sheer madness to talk or think anything
of the kind. The extension of the British °
Empire musi be upheld. and so long as
we get the fullest freedom of expression
and complete exercise of our powers of
Government there is nothing to fear. We
have every reason to be satisfied, and I
am in hopes that by extending that prin-
ciple we will bring the day nearer when
we shall be able to settle our international
differences by a more rational means than
force of arms. That is what T see in the
extension of the lmperinl idea. But T wish
it to be understood that we want the fuli-
est freedom in the extension of our politi-
cal institutions,

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter): We c¢onuld not combine the two.

Mr. DOOLEY : T maintain that we conld.
I conld quote from the Commonweslth
Year Book the funcfions of a State Gov-
Governor, and T am sure they could be
embodied in the duties of the Governor-
General. The essential point is to have a
direct representative of the Crown.

The Premier: For what purpose?

Mr. DOOLEY: As a niedium between
the outlying portions of the Tmpire and
the Home authorities. That is the link.

The Premier: That is not the function
of a Governor.

Mr. DOOLEY: We all know what the
funections of a (Governor are. He has to
see that no Acts of Parlianment are passed
which are likely to create infernational
trouble. He has power to reserve Bills
for the Roval assent, and he has to at-
tach his warrant to the expenditure of
money. Bnt the Constilution Act or the
ordinances existing hetween the Tmperial
Government and the State could be am-
ended so as to place that responsibility
on the Governor of the day, and were
the Treasnver to expend money outside of
the Constitution it could be held to be an
ofience almost as serious as if he was using
it for his own personal requirements. The
Auditor General eould control that. I
know these fnnetions cannot be dispensed
with just now, but if we are going to
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make a radical alteration snch as is pro-
posed, why not consider this cuestion
with & view to economising? This £7,000
odd that is betng spent yearly in the up-
keep of Government House eould be well
expended in other ways.

The Premier: What would you do with
Government House?

Mr. DOOLEY: Abolish it completely.

The Premier: Where would you put
the Governor then?

Mr. DOOLEY: The Premier misunder-
stands me. I say that the position of
State Governor should be absolutely wiped
out, some of the funetions he is called
upon to perform eliminated by an amend-
ment of the Constitution, and others eould
be performed by the Governor General
without any restriction of onr rights as a
State. T contend that if atfention was
given to that aspect of the case that could
be done, and we would save a good deal
of the heart-burning and bickering in con-
nection with socinl eliqueisin.

The Premier: Why the Governor Gen-
eral?

Mr. DOOLEY: My contention is that
while the Empire exists we mnst have
a representalive of the Home authorities
in the outlying portions of the Empire,
and I say thai instead of having six or
seven (lovernors let us have one who ecan
carry out all the funelions of a State Gov-
ernor, whieh are merely formal. We talk
about the Royal prerogative, but that is
only a relic of past ages. Why could not
the Royal prerogative be vested in the
Aftorney General?

The Premier: Parliament is a relic of
past ages, and vou do not want to abolish
i, do yon?

Mr. DOOLEY: It is a relic of the past
ages. and I will admit that it i1s fairly
obsolete at the present time; it is not
abreast of the times. But the Premier
wilfully caught me up wrongly when T
made that remark. The exercise of the
Royal prerogative in His Majesty’s repre-
sentative is a relie of the old despotic days,
and if it comes to a question of reviewing
a eriminal case after all the evidence has
been exhausted and clemenecy is to be
exercised, then T sav that prerogative
could easily be vested in the Cabinet of
the day.
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Mr. Dwyer: But that is the case now;
the Governor acts on his Ministers’ advice.

Mr. DOOLEY : I know, bub those hon.
metbers who suppori the necessity of
having Siate Governors say that is one
of the reasons why we want a State Gov-
ernor here, to exercise these powers.

The Premier: But you merely suggest
deputing these powers to the Governor
General, .

Mr. DOOLEY: No, I do not wish to
be misunderstood in thai case. When we
are about io make any alteration in the
method of appointing a State Governor
I say we shounld consider the question of
elminating these unnecessary, as I eall
them, funections, and bring the whole posi-
tion up to date. I coniend it is the only
point in the whole matter. Being part of
a vast Empire with its ecentral government
in the motherland, we must have a direct
representative of the inotherland in the
oullying portions of the Xmpire, and I
say we want to reduce that sitnation into
as fine and praeticable a minimum as pos-
sible. That is why I say that the fune-
tions that may be ndispensible so far as
a sovereign State is econcerned may be em-
hodied in one central head or viceroy and
then we can eliminate the others en-
tively. I have listened to the debate this
afternoon to find out whether this is im-
possible.  Every hon. member who has
applied himself to the question this after-
noon from the Government side of the
House has spoken against the eost.

The Premier: Do you undersiand what
it means if your suggestion is earried out?
It will mean an amendment of the Federal
Constitulion?

Mr. DOOLEY: T do not see that it is
impossible, Surely portions of the Em-
pire ean co-operate in these matters and
bring forward a reform or an idea with-
out anticipating that it will. he lreafed
hrostilely and lead to international or
inter-State complieations and war. We
have put the matter forward purely as
a reform with the object, as I have al-
ready stated, from my poini of view of
saving monev. The £7,000 could well
be spent in Geraldton,

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter) : It would not save £7,000.
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AMr. DOOLEY : If the position was
abolished the money could be saved. 1f
we abolish  the Stale Wbvernor alto-
gether as a State institution and vest in
ihe Governor General those functions
that may he deemed necessary, money may
be saved to the State; but if it is to be
spent, then let it be spent on freezing
works at Geraldton or in the extension
of the education system.

Mr. Underwood : “What about Port
Tedland ?

Mr. DOOLEY: I think Port Hedland
is very well looked after; it has a splen-
did representative, and I think it has
a fair amount of money.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! This is out
of order,

Mr. DOOLEY : That is all ¥ wish to
5ay,

Mr. Carpenter : Would you abolish
the Governor-in-Council?

Mr. DOOLEY : Certainly not.

Mr. Carpenter : How wounld you get
the CGovernor General there ?

Ar. DOOLEY : If the Executive Coun-
eil means the Cabinet with the Governor
acting as chairman, T say, “Yes; T am
prepared to do away with the Executive
Couneil.” However, that is all I wish to
say. If we are to have a State Governor,
T agree with the Premier.

Mr. Foley : What is wrong with wip-
ing out State Governments and State
Parliaments altogether 7

Mr. DOOLEY : Iam not a unification-
ist. T do not helieve in giving up the
richts, of the State to govern itself. The
territory of Western Australia is too vast
at the present time for anything of the
kind. I want to economise as much as I
can, and that is the reason why I make
these suggestions.

The Premier: One of the reasons for
a c¢laim for unifieation is that the State
is too vast.

Mr DOOLEY : I maintain that, in-
stead of unification, owing to its vast
territory it warrants the ereation of an-
olher State.

The Premier: More
ami more Parlinments!

Mr. DOOLEY: It will lead to better
administration. If the establishment of

Governmenis,
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an extra Government assists in the
wreaier productivity of the eountry, [
would not he against the erealion of an
exira State (lovernment if it is going to
assist our economical administration or
increaze owr wealth: but 1 say we are
burdening ourselves with an unnecessary
nstitation in having a State Governor,
consequently I think this is the point to
which we should address ourselves. If
we simply ehange from the method of
having a  Governor appointed by the
Crown eoming from the motherland to
a method of appointing an Australian
citizen, we should keep him in a decent
position so far as lis establishment is cou-
cerned, and give him a decent salary, I
shall vofe for the molion becanse 1 think
it will be no time before the matter will
be hrought up again, and the few ques-
tions T have mentioned will be brought
under consideration,

Resolved, that motions be continued.

Mr. GREEXN (Kalgoorlie): I have
much pleasnre indeed in supporting the
moifion. It is not my desire to detain ile
House very long, but I feel that I eanuot
give a silent vote on this question, becanse
it is one I hoave been eonsiderably enthusi-
astie on for several years. T ecompliment
the member for Swan (Mr. Turvey) on
having the courage to bring forward the
motion. T also eompliment the leader of
the Opposition for his speech to-day. Tn
his opening remarks he displaved a judi-
cious calm. He was not very partienlar
whether we had n State Governor or had
the (tovernors appointed within the Siate
or appointed from the other side. Later
on he vecred round and said “We are
Ansiralians, we are federalists. we should

have one appointed from the whole
of {the Commonwealth. Then later
on he went on to say that we

must have a direet representative of the
King. His sense of loyaliy evidently
struck him at the moment and he was
brought to his knees with reverence for
things over the sea. He further said “We
must be careful in obtaining an Austra-
lian Governor for what we have to gnard
against’—to use his own words “s Aus-
tralian bias” What T claim we have to
guard against is English bias. We have
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seen in ihe past, and unfortunately have
llad a very recent manifestation of it,
where o gentleman has come here from
overseas to be Governor of a State in the
Commonwealth and has gone to ihe ol
country and defamed Australia. We had
a reference to this in the cables not a week
ago. There is no man more likely to o
credit to the pesition of Governor, so (ar
as this State is coneerned, than one who
has had experience in the State and one
who has fought politically for the Siate
for many years. There i not the slight-
est question of any bias from a man heing
faken from the turmoil of politieal bias
to that position. The member for Pil-
bara has shown clearly how in the most
heated party politics we have here, in ihe
House, a man bhas been taken from the
floor of the Iouse and made Speaker—
not onee hat many times—and has acteil
with compleie impartiality. We claim
that as a great instance to prove that an
Australian appointed as State Governor
would be absolutely fair, and moreover he
whuld have worked to main his position,
whirli a foreign representative vould not
possibly do. The member for Pingelly
(Mr. Harper) has taken up one of the
usual attifudes eharacterisiic of him. He
is against the appointment of a federal
memher. He says, on the other hand. it
is impossible to have a local vesident as
Governor becanse we could not possibly
get him free from hias. He said federa-
tion was bad; in faet he said it would be
preferable if we were away from the
Bastern States; but in the next breath he
was afraid of “breaking the ties of 7m-
pire.” T recognise we owe loyalty to the
old econntry, bat the loyalty we owe to the
old conntry is because of what the master
minds in literaiure and scienee have given
to us, and what we desire to break
away from the old country in is the
poverty that has dogred our forefathers
in the past which we do not desire to see
transplanted to Awstralia. The Tmperial
spirit is good in ifs way, but our first duty
as Australian citizens and as representa-
titves of the people in this Chamber is
loyalty to Australia, and T very much re-

gret to find an hon. member expressing

disloyalty to the Commonwealth. T re-
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joiee he is not an Australian born. With
regiil to my own reasons for favouring
the motion, 1 want to say that the present
system iz absolutely unfair, because ii
bars Anstralian citizens from taking the
position of Governor, If it were possible
for a man to be taken from any part of
the Fimpire and given a position as Gov-
ernor, [ might be more favourably in-
clined to the present system.

Mr. Dwyer: That ean he done.

Mr. GREEN; It has never been done,
and consequently if it ean he done and
has never been done it shows that a eon-
siderable amount of bias has been shown
against the appointment of Australian
dovernors !

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : Nonsense!

Mr. GREEN: The Honorary Minister
has been Home recently and has evidently
caught the spirit of prevailing Tmperial-
ism 50 vanpant in the old eountry. There
is a new spiril s¢ far as Australia is con-
cerned.

Hon. W, . Augwin (Honorary Minjs.
ter): Very few Australians have your
gjeint.

Mr. GREEN: The Honorary Minister
is taking up a safe attitude, so far as this
is eoncerned, and it is a matler entirely
for his own eoncern.  When I rise (o
speak T wish to express my own opinions,

Hou. W. (", Angwin (Honorary Minis-
tetr) : You should expresg the opinion of
the people vou represent.

Mr. GREEN: T trust the Honorary
Minister will contain himself, No doubt
he will have an opportunity of speaking
on the matter in due course. The pre-
sent system is absurd from the Anstralian
standpoint. We know that around 1his
Government House, as in respect to every
Govermment House in the Commonwealti,
we have these absurd vice-regal trappings
with which Australians have nothing in
common. We recognise that it is a prolifie
eanse of dividing the people into objee-
tionable castes. We recognise that, whilsi
we have over £7,000 to pay for the up-
keep of fhis viee-regal vepresentative, as
far as the vast majority of the people of
Western Australia are econcerned they
have no possible chance of joining in any
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social festivities whieh may be promoted
in St. George’s-terrace.  On the con-
trary this place is made a chamber for
the sélect few, where a certain few can
he specially invited and thus shown that
they are superior people. The common
herd have no possible chance of attending
any of these Government House func-
tions.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
{er) : It shows the smallness of your mind.

AMr. GREEN: The Honorary Minister
shows himself in a most unfavourable
light this evening, and as a loyal sup-
porter of the Government I regrei to see
the Honorary Minister in such a turmoil,
wlien he ean probably get up afterwards
and shatter my argoments.  The Hon-
orary Minister no doubf is still impressed
with William Shakespeare’s idea that
“lhere’s sneh divinity doth hedge a king.”
But as far as I am concerned. and as far
as the =eneral demacratic spirit of Ans-
tralia is eoncerned, we have done away
with that idea long ago. We are loyal to
the Fmpire, we are determined to fight
for the Empire if necessary, but we are
loval to Australia first. We recognise that
these vice-regal houses in different parts
of the Commonwealth have created a
shoboeracy in Australia altogether un-
worthy of the democratic spivit of the
times. YWe recognise that the instilution
is enstly out of all proportion with the
services rendered, and T make bold to say
that no Governor of a State should gzet
more money than the Premier of that
State. The Premier works barder than
any governor ean possibly do. It is
really a silly business proposition—and T
know that when T point to the business
aspect of the ease the members of the
Opposition are at once converted—it is
a had business proposition to pay a man
seven lhousand odd for doing work the
equal of which is done more satisfactorily
by the Premier for about one-fifth or one-
sixth of the sum. T am pleased indeed
that the member for Swan (Mr. Turvey)
has brought forward the motion, and I
give it my hearty support.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary Min-
ister) : Tt was not my infention to speak
to this motion heranse on a previous
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occasion T voted iu favour of governors
being appointed from the citizens of Aus-
tralia: but at the same time I eannot see
for the life of me why a governor, be-
cause he has come from the British Isles,
shonld be termed a foreigner. I think I
will be quite safe in saying that there are
very few people in Western Australia, or
indeed in Australia, who hold the same
opinions as the member for Kalgoortie.

Mr. Dwyer: On that point.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary Min-

ister}: On many points,

My, Green: You will be over on the
other stde hefore long.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary Min-
ister) ; I ean only say that when I get
to the oiher side the hon. member will

either follow me or be outside the Cham-
ber?

Mr. Green: Then I will be outside the
Chamber,

IIon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary Min-
ister} : The oecupant of the position "of
Governor shonld be able te deal fairly by
both politieal parties in regard to the ad-
ministration of the State. There iz not
the least doubt that it would be consider-
ably better to have for the position a man
who had not at any time mixed in loeal
politics. Tt has heen pointed out here
that no fear is ever entertained of seenring
an impartial man for the post of Speaker,
that the Speaker acts fairly by all parties.
Why, it was not long ago, even in this
Chamber, when it was said that the
Speaker was biassed on behalf of a cer-
tain party. The same thing might apply
in the appointment of a governor, Of
course there are exceptions, we know. We
might appoint to the position of gaver-
nor a man who would earry out his duties
admirably, but the very next appointee
might he so biassed as to be detrimental
to the Exeentive of the day, from whom he
is stipposed to take his advice. Tt has alsp
heen said that the Chief Justice of the
State should hold the position of gov-
ernor, for the reason that once a man
reaches the high pedestal oceupied by
thr Chief Justice. he 15 removed en-
tirely from politics. But have we not
had an instanee, this session, of the Chief
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Justice taking action in regard to the
proceedings in Parliament?

Mr. Mc¢Dowall: He advocated the ap-
pointment of a layman as president of
the Arbitration Court.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) : No, he did not. Anybow, I do
not desire to diseuss the Chief Justice. I
am only meniioning this as showing the
possibilities, even in the event of our
going to the Supreme Court bench for a
governor. I disagree enlirely with the
member for Pingelly (Mr. Harper) when
he says that by getting away from the
present system of appointing State wov-
ernors we would be breaking the ties of
Empire. That is a matter of impossi-
bility. I am confident that now we have
the Federal Parliament there is no possi-
bility of breaking the ties that bind the
Empire. This is the point at which the
arguments of the member for Kalgoorlie
fail. He says we are all for the Empire,
but that Australia eomes first. Can the
two be separated?

Mr. Green: Yes.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) : No, they cannot. ~ The hon.
member said we would fight for the Em-
pire, that we were part and pareel of the
Empire, but that some persons in the
Empire were foreigners, and consequently
he had no time for them.

Mr. 8. Stubbs: That was a slip on his
part.

Mr. Green: You were treated as 2
foreigner when yon went there: they
would not allow you into the House of
Commons.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) : Yes, they did.

Mr, Green: Well, you told me they
did not.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister): I did not. The hon. member
alluded to me as a Cornishman. I
am not ashamed of the work Jone
in Australia by Cornishmen. There
is no doubt they have plaved a great
part in the upbuilding of Australia, and
I feel confident that we conld even
to-day pet from Cornwall a governor
who would carry out the duties of the
post with entire satisfaction to the West
Anstralian people. I certainly think the
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post of governor could be filled from
among the people of Australia. It way
be that the power lo d¢ this already
exists, but in no instanee of which [ am
aware has the position heen offered to an
Australian, and, therefore, we have comne
to believe that an Australian eannol hald
the positicn. But we have to-day Aus-
tralians holding leading positions in the
British navy and others holding promin-
ent pogitions in the Brilish Army;
vet, while Great Britain throws open
those positions. to Australians, we find
that Australians, or the few represented
by the member for Kalgoorlie, object to
any position in Australia being thrown
open to a person from England.

Mr. Green: I did not say that.

The Premier: You object to foreigners
al any time.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) : T think we have 10 look very
carefully for the purpose of ascertaining
which is likely to be the greater loser oy
the proposed change, Australiz or Great
Britain. There is no doubt in my mind
that our having a British Governor ap-
pointed by His Majesty the King gives
confidence {o those at Hlome who provide
the money for the advancement of Aus-
tralia. Some of us deprecate the horrow-
ing of money, but there is no getting away
from the faet that without meney we
cannot carry ont the works we so much
desire, and for many years to come Lon-
don is going to be the purse of Australia,
Weshould not doanything that wouldhave
a tendency of driving away the confidence
of those people to whom we have to apply
for capital to carry on the public works
of Australia. There is no doubt the ap-
pointment of a governor from England
serves to give greater confidence to Lhe
English moneylender. We saw the criti-
cism the other day in connection with the
action of New South Wales towards the
Governor General, and we know that sub-
sequently New South Wales went on ‘the
money market in London. Ts it not
possible that the eomparative failure of
their loan was directly attributable to the
action they had taken in regard to the
Governor General? T want to point out
in conclusion that if hon, members eon-
sider they are going to effect a great
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saving by appeinting a governor from
within Australia, thev are making a very
areat mistake. There is a possibility of
their saving £1,000 a veay, and, according
to the member for Perth (Mr. Dhwyer), it
rway even be £2,000 a year, but T want Lo
say that for the most part the advaniage
t. be gained is merely sentimental.

Sitting suspended from 6,153 tn .30 p.m.

Mr. S. STUBRBS (Wagin) : It is not
my desire or intention to oceupy the time
of the House at any great length in
speaking to the motion moved by the
member for Swan. The temperate lan-
guage he used in moving the motion com-
mends itself, I think, to both sides of the
House, but T failed, in listening fo the
arguments of the mover and other
speakers, to see any reason for deparfing
from the long established custom of the
appointment of governors by the Imperial
authorities. No sound argument, other
than on the score of economy, has been
adduced that, to my mind, would war-
rant any such drastie change as is advo-
eated by the mover of the motion. To
my mind, not only has the present oceu-
pant of the office, but, in almost every in-
stance, all past governors of the State
have given entire satisfaction to the
very large majority of the people of the
State, and when the system has worked
so well in the past, and no argnments
that earry any very great weight have
been addueed to support the eontention
that the appointment of governors by the
British Government should not be con-
tinued, why is it necessarv to make a
change? The position as it appeals to
me, and I think I am echoing the senti-
ments of a very large number of persons,
places Western Australia very promin-
ently on many oceasions before Great
Britain and the English-speaking world,
and when we in Western Aunstralia are
dependent to such a large extent upon
the people of England to supplv us with
money to work to the best advantage the
possibilities and capabilities of this huge
tract of territorv, that warrants the
Honse in taking a very serious view
of the motion. The Premier in a

[ASSEMBLY.]

temperate  speech immediately fol-
lowed that of the mover of the motion
desired to delete the word ‘‘State’’ and
insert “Commonwealth.” In my humble
apinion, if the House carried the amend-
ment and it became a substantive motion.
we would be no nearver a solution of the
diffienlty, as is desired by some members,
than we are at present. If the appoint-
ment of a State rovernor were made to
apply to the Commonwealth, and a gentle-
man from the Eastern States, who pos-
sibly had never seen Western Australia,
were appninted to the position, the ap-
pointment of such a gentleman, be le
ever so capahle, wounld not make Western
Australia one bit better off than it is
under the present regime. If it is neces-
sary to change the method of appoint-
ment so that a colonial ean oecupy the
oflice, some person in Western Australia.
surely can be found who is capable of fill-
ing it as well, if not hetter, than anv
zentleman from the East would be. For
that reasen I am against the motion, and
against the amendment, beecanse there has
been no sound reason advanced for the
change, and T agree also with the remarks
which have fallen; from the previous
speakers regarding the good work and
capable way in which the present oceeu-
pant of the office has fulfilled his duties,
anl I regret that his early departure from
this State to take up a high position in
the Mother State of New South Wales
will leave 2 gap that will be very hard
to fill, but T hope that neither the amend-
ment nor the motion will be earried, be-
cavse it will be a step in the wrong direc-
tion to make any change on the lines in-
dieated and desired by the member for
Swan,

Mr. MONGER {York): T happened
to be ahsent during the debate this after-
noon. and T do not know whelher il is a
case of complimenting the member for
Swan upon his motion or whether I should
adopt the opposite position, but I do say
this, and T say it as a West Australian in
the first instance and as an Australian
also, that T hope the time is far distant
when we are going to sever the few ties
which associate us with the mother
counfry. !
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Mr. O'Loghlen: Hear! Hear!

Mr. MONGER: I suppose my learmed
friend from Pilbara will make his usnal
interloeutory interjection

Mr. Underwood: I never said a word.

Mr, MONGER: The hon. member will
interject when one tries to hie to a greater
sphere than the element with which he has
evidently been associnted. 1 understand
that the member for Pilbara has offered
his services———

. Mr. Underwood:
with the amendment?

Mr. MONGER: [ say with every pos-
sible respect that 1 hope the time has not
eome when we, as a "arliament in a por-
tion of Australia, will ever agree to 2 mo-
tion of this kind to dissociate ourselves
from the old country, which we are all
pleased oceasionally —

. The Minister for Mines: This is not the
motion.

Mr. Foley: There is about twelve mil-
lion pounds to wipe off ; that is a good tie.

Mr. MONGER: T do not know the
actual reasons—

Mr. Underwood:
eome and ask me? i

Mr. MONGER : I hope this House will
not at this late hour of the session

Mr. Green: To break the erimson
thread of kinship.

Mr. MONGER: H does make me smile
when an intelligent individual talks like
that, espeecially when it comes from the
learned member For—what does he repre-
sent ¥

Mr. Underwood: Wayback.

Mr. MONGER: Lt will be wayback if
he and his erowd are allowed long lo re-
present the intelligent workers in those
parts. It will indeed be in the far back.
He is doing his best at the present moment
as a wrecker—

Mr. SPEAKRKEKR: Ovder! The hon.
member must not make such remarks., In
the first place le must withdraw the word
“crowd.” and he must not speak of an
hon. member as a wrecker.

Mr. MONGER: I thought I was re-
Terring to my friend the memher Tor I{al-
goorlie in the mildest terms.

(137}

What have I to do

Why do you not

_connection
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Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
must withdraw.
Mr. MONGER: T withdraw, This

question has been frequenfly debated and
no one would be appointed except the
person who had approved of every plank
of the platform of the party opposite.
If that be the desire of tlie motien then
let it be tabled in a different form., 1
congratulate my friends opposite, espe-

.cially the member for Pilbara upon hav-

ing placed npon the Notice Paper a
motion of this kind. I am sure it is not
the desire of the peopie that the Governor
should be appointed from among the gen-
tlemen who are siiting opposite. With
every respect I suggest that we might
well leave the situation as it now is.

My, TURVEY {(in reply): 1 iave
listened with interest to the various
speakers on this motion and as I antici-
pated in moving tbe motion there have
been considerable refevences during the
debate to the old parvot eries of entting
the painter, and severing the erimson
thread of kinship. 1 thought I made my
position clear to the House that 1 had
no such motives i view. Neither did I
snggest anything of the kind, Further,
some of the speakers referred to the neces-
sity for the abolition of the position of
State Governor. I have not suggested in
with this motion that any
such course should le pursued, neither
have I suggested that in the event of
this motion heing given effect to, any
lesser salary would be paid to the oceu-
sant of the gubernatorial position should
he be a citizen of the State. I have pre-
viously in the House given an indication
of my opinion in that respect. T believe
that the cost to this State of the upkeep
of the position is altogether too greai,
whether the position be filled by  an
Imperial officer or by a citizen of the
State. Last year the cost to the State
amounted fo close npon £8,000 and we
find that the cost is steadily increasing.
T am glad to know that in moving this
motion T have the support of the memher
for Greenough (Mr. Nanson) who has
consistently year after year advocated
that the position should be filled by a
citizen of the State.
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Mr. Nansen: I am quite with you.

Mr., TURVEY: I am glad to know it
because [ have admired the hon, member’s
consistengy in that direction, The member
for Wagin (Mr. 8. Stubbs) suggests that
becaunse in the past the position has been
held by an Imperial officer that that
should be continued, but 1 want to make
the position guite clear, that whereas in
the earlier days the responsibility of
government rested almost solely on the
shoulders of the Governor, to-day the
position is much altered. 1 do not agree
with those who hold the opinion that be-
cause of my desire to have the position
filled by a citizen of the Siate there is
any evidence of disloyalty.

Mr. 8. Stubbs: I did not say so.

Mr. TURVEY : No; other speakers did.
This State in common with the Common-
wealth has always been ready to show
evidence of its loyalty to the Empire, but
I am of opinion that there are gentlemen
in this State who have rendered dis-
tinguished services and oceupied promin-
ent positions, gentlemen who have done
yeoman service to the State and who have
given proof already of their ability and
their administrative powers, who are
eminently fitted to oceupy the position of
Governor with ecredit to themselves and
to the people of the State, and certainly
without any spark of disloyalty to the
mother country.

Mr. Dooley: Do you not think it is
possible to abolish the position altogether?

Mr. TURVEY : That is another matter.
On many other oceasions during the tem-
porary absence of State Governors the
position has been filled by local gentlemen
with eonspicuous sucecess, and further I
believe that to make the post one to which
our distinguished eitizens could aspire

would be indeed to give an additional

stimulus to their loyalty to the State and
Fmpire generally. 1 regret that refer-
ence has been made by the member for
Kalroorlie, some disparaging reference,

to the fact that in the past the position -

has heen oceupied by Imperial officers. I
think it was, may I say, a lapsus linguae.
I do not think the hon. gentleman meant
those remarks to bhe taken sericusly. ‘I
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have in my mind three or four gentlemen
in this State who would do honour to the
position and that is mot including the
member for Pilbara (Mr. Underwood)—

Mr. Underwood:
are others,

Mr. TURVEY: Who would earry out
the duties creditably. In fact I have no
doubt that the Premier in offering his
support to the motion has in mind, that
some day in the dim and distant future
when he retires from his present position,
he may become .the ocecupant of the
gubernatorinm. With reference to the
contention that it is necessary to still eon-
tinue the practice of having imported
men to fill the position, if such is the
case, I wonder if those gentlemen whe
are advocating that would be found advo-
eating that we should import men to flk
other high offices in the State. I think
not. If any attempt were made to do such
a thing they would be the first to ery
ont. 1 want {0 point out in conelusion
that 1 do not think that it would in any
way tend to weaken the bond that still
exists, or al any ratec to weaken the
loyalty or even to suggest that we
are lacking in loyalty in the slighi-
est degree to the Empire by appoint-
ing a citizen of the State {n the
position of Governor. May 1 say
that T do not think the amendment moved
by Lhe Premier is necessary in so far as
I think that if we are going to make
the position open to other than Tmperial
officers, T certainly think it should be given
to men who have performed distingunished
services in the State. I do not bold with
the Premier in his amendment wherein
he suggests that the area should be
widened so as to make the choice open
to citizens of the Commonwealth. I trust
that the motion will reeeive the favour-
able consideration of the House.

1 admiL that there

Amendment (to strike out “State”) put
and a division taken with the following
result:—

Ayes .. .- .. .. 256
Noes .. .. .. .- 14

Majority for 11
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. AYES.
- Mr. Angwin Mr. Nanson
. Mr, Bath Mr, O’Loghlen
‘Mr. Broun Mr. A. N. Plesse
" Mr. Collier Mr. Price
Mr. Dooley Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Dwyer Mr. B. J. Stubbs
'Mr. Green Mr. 5. Btubbs
Mr. Holman Mr., Swan
Mr. Johnson Mr. Walker
Mr. Male Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. McDowall Mr. Wisdom
» Mr. Moore Mr. Heitmann
. Mr. Munsie {Telier).
NoEes
* Mr. Carpenter Mr. McDonald
Mr. Foley Mr. Monger
* Mr. Gardiner Mr. Mullany
Mr. Harper Mr. Thomas
Mr. Hudson Mr. Turvey
Mr. Letroy Mr. A. A. Wilson
* Mr. Lewls Mr, Underwood

{Teller).

Amendment thus passed.
" Mr. Monger: Would I be in order in
moving the adjournment of the debate?

Mr, STEAKER: The hon. member has
already spoken.

Amendment (lo  insert * Common-
wealth”) put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes . . .29

Noes . R

Majority for .. .. 18
AYES,

. Mr. Angwin Mr. Mullany
Mr. Bath Mr, Mupsie
Mr. Carpenter Mr. Nanson
Mr. Collier Mr. O’Loghlen

» Mr. Dooley Mr. Price

. Mr. Dwyer Mr. Seaddan

" Mr. Foley Mr. B. J. Stubbs
Mr. Gardiner Mr. Swan

* Mr. Green Mr. Thomas
-Mr. Holman Mr. Turvey
Mr. Hudson Me. Upderwood
Mr. Johnsion Mr. Walker .

" Mr, Lewls Mr. A. A. Wilson
Mr. McDonald Mr. Heftmann
Mr. McDowal} (Teller).

NoEs,

. Me. Broun Mr. A. N, Plesse
Mr. Harper Mr. S. Stubbs
Mr, Lefroy Mr, F. Wllson

" Mr. Male ' Mr. Wisdom

- Mr. Monger | Mr. Layman

. Mr. Moore i . - { Téller).

i Amendment thus passed: . -
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(Question as amended put and a divisien
taken with the following result:—

Ayes . . .29
Noes .. . N B
Majority for .. .. 18
AYES,
Mr, Angwin Mr., Mullany
Mr. Bath Mr. Munsie

Mr. Carpenter
Mr, Collier

Mr. Nanson
Mr. O’'Loghlen

Mr. Donley Mr., Price

Mr. Dwyer Mr. Secaddan

Mr. Foley Mr. B. J, Stubbs
Mr. Gardiner Mr., Swan

Mr. Green Mr. Thomas

Mr. Holman
Mr, Hudsen

Mr. Turvey
Mr. Underwood

Mr. Johnson Mr. Walker

Mr. Lewis Mr. A. A. Wilson

Mr. McDonald Mr. Heitimann

Mr. McDowall (Teller).
Nogzs.

Mr. Broun Mr. A. E, Piesse

Mr. Harper Mr. 8 Stubbs

Mr.  Letroy Mr. F. Wllgon

Mr. Male Mr. Wisdom

Mr. Monger Mr.- Layman

Mr. Moore (Teller).

Question as amended thus passed,

On motion by Mr, TURVEY resolution
Lransmitted to the Legislative Couneil for
their coneurrence.

BILL—INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION,

Council's pressed requests—Money Bills
- Procedure. -

Message from the Council regeived
pressing  certain requested amendments
which the Assembly bad declined to make.

Mr. SPEAKER: In veference to this
Message 1 have to take the same objee-
tion which has been always taken in this
House on similar occasions. The Bill
is one which according to the Constitution
Act must originate in the Legislative As-
sembly, and therefore is a Bill to which
amendments cannot be insisted on or
pressed by the Legislative Connecil. In
comneetion with the Agrienltural Bank Act
Amendment Bill of last session T took the
same objection. and I suggested to mem-
bers on that occasion that they might take
such action in respect of the Bill as they
deemed most expedient. T make the same
sugzestion so far as this Bill is concerned.
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL moved—

That the consideration of the Message
be deferred until after a conference
with the Legislative Council on the sub-
ject of the Imdusirial Arbitration Bill
has been held or the Legislative Counecil
has further considered Message No. 38.
Question passed.

Request for Conference.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL further
moved—

That a Message be transmitted to the
Legislative Council acquainting the
President and members thereof thal
there is a difficulty in the way of the
consideration by the Legislative Assem-
bly of Message No. 38 in which requests
are pressed, and requesting a confer-
ence with the Legislative Council or fur-
ther consideration of the Message trans-
mitied to the Legislative Assembly with
o view to removing the difficulty in the
way of the Assembly considering the
said Message.

Question passed.

On further motion by the ATTORNEY
GENERAL resolved, that the Assembly
managers consist of three members.

PAPERS—CHIEF WARDER, FRE-

MANTLE PRISON.

On motion by Br. CARPENTER
{Fremantle) ordered, * That all papers in
connection with the recent appointment
of chief warder of the Fremantle prison
be laid on the Table.”

BILL—PHARMACY AND POISONS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Serond Reading.

Debate resumed from the 13th Nov-
ember.

Mr. HEITMANN (Cue): I must con-
fess at the outset that I am somewhat
swprised at the father of this little
Bill having brought it. before the Assembly
again. T certainly thought that, alter
the disclosures in the report of the
Health Departiment on the trade which
hes been proved to be common on the
port of chemists in this State, it would
heve been sufficient for the hon. member
90 have sought some other method of
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arTiving at what he desires in this Bill,
Nevertheless I shall at this juncture
say that, so far as the desire of the
Bill goes, I am at one with the hon,
member ; in fact, I would go further
than the Bill; I would make it that
it would be absolutely impossible for
the nwnber of frauds, gquacks, thieves
and rogues who are now dealing in
drugs of various kinds in this State,
those who come under the heading of
quacks, to even exist in the State and
follow their course.

Hon, Frank Wilson ;
the Bill.

Mr. HEITMANN : Before I conclude
I shall state my intentions, I shall
give hon. members the opportunity
of giving their views on the question,
I quite understand that, Mr. Leader
of the Opposition.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
must address the Chair, and not the
leader of the Opposition.

Mr. HEITMANN : It was.only in
reply to an interjection. I have no
other desire in dealing with the quack
portion of this measure than to, if
anything, strengthen it, If one only
locks up the records in various parts of
the world, particularly those parts
dealing with guack medicines and guack-
ery in all its forms, one can arrive at
the extent to which quackery will go.
Only to-day I was handed a cutting
from Lloyd's Weekly giving a report of
the committee appointed by the House
of Comumons to inquire into patent and
proprietary medicines, and it is no
doubt that not only will these quacks
bleed their victims white, but when they
have completed that operation, they
will actually sell the letters they have
received from these unfortunate people
to a new quack who will possibly come
along with a new remedy. Of coumse
the hon. member will understand that
I am referring to the * quack.”

Mr. Thomas: Thoroughly.

Mr. HEITMANN: In this report
before the House of Commons, it was
shown that these letters were received
in every confidence from people who,
perhaps in despair, as the last resort
went to these quacks in the hope of

You ¢an amend
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gaining some benefit. They were in-
vited throughout the world through
the newspapers and by verious other
methods to have confidence in these
quacks and to write stating their ail.
ments and symptoms, and they were
assured that everything was thoroughly
confidential, but we find that not only
are individuals making a living out of
this quackery, but there are certain
people making a living from the sele of
these particular letters.

[The Depuly Speaker (Mr. Holman) took
the Chair.]

Mr. Hudson: There is a member
of the Pharmaceutical Society advertis-
ing that.

Mr. HEITMANN : I am not acquainted
with the individual, but after the report
of last night I am not altogether sur-
prised. I can assure hon. members
that I will do everything possible to
wipe out of existence quackery in all
its forms. I may be asked why I should
oppose the Bill which is brought in with
that very object. In the first place,
I think the Bill is very badly framed ;
and, considering the fact that the hon.
member proposes to cut out certain
clauses of it, it seems to me the better
way would be to defer the Bill for a
little while, at all events , until a thorough
inquiry and expert knowledge can be
brought to bear on the gquestion and
& comprehensive measure may be brought
down.. I am going to give members
an opportunity of saying whether they
believe that the people who are ask-
ing for this power are worthy of it
being given to them. I read that
report last night which was re
ceived from the Public Health Depart-
ment, and it seems certainly to be con-
clusive and to prove heyond all doubt
that the morals of the pharmacists of
this State have certainly degenerated
very much, It is possible that custom
has grown in the community, not only
with the chemistry profession, but on
all sides, that makes it something not
uncommon to deal with the drugs of
this description, on the part of the public
to buy and on the part of the chemist

‘He pointed out there
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to manufacture or sell. To-day the
members of this Chamber were circular-
ised by the registrar of the Pharmaceu-
tical Society, and the way he endeavoured
to excuse the sale of these abortifacients
was to treat the matter very lightly.
were certain
mixtures which were c¢ommonly used
and which were necessary to our women.
folk. The vcircular speaks of many
drugs both direct acting and indirect
acting. The hon. member has stated
himself that there is no such thing as a
direct action in the use of these par-
ticular drugs. It is proved beyond
all doubt, as far as the hon. member
has gone and as far as the medical
projession has gone, that these are
ineffective in bringing about the re-
gulation which is desired, that is in a
direct form. It has been proved and
stated by the hon., member, I believe
when he mowved the second reading of
this Bill, that there is no known drug
that will aet directly on the particular
organ concerned. Therefore there ap-
pears to be little value in the opinion
given by the registrar of the society
in the circular distributed among members
to-day. One can read many autharities
on it ; one ¢an get information from the
men in the medical profession in Perth,
men in a very fair standing whose word
on ordinary matters can be taken with
every confidence. I have sought the
advice of the medical profession in
regard to this, and it bears out what I .
say, that what they call the direct

emmenogogue does not aect directly,
it is simply one of its indirect actions on
the organ that has the desired effect.
One tells me it cannot possibly bring
about the regularity desired. At certain
periods in the life of a woman it will
assist after the commencement of a cer-
tain performance, but as to bringing
it about it is incapable of doing it. In
my opinion the profession asking for
this power is not worthy of consideration.
I stated last might that I believed they
should have paid greater attention to
the praetices which were comunon among
the members of their society. The
hon. member himself said on one occasion

that the Act of Western Australia wasg
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gimilar to the Vietorian Act, but I find
that can not he the case, because in
Victoria the society has power to in-
stitute proceedings in various ways.
There was the case of Dr. Williams’
Pink pills ; because poisons were proved
to be contained in that particular pill
they sued, but lost on the particular
point that proprietary medicines did
not come within the Poisons Act of
Victoria. I siill hold that hon. members
should think twice, leaving out all per-
sonal feeling entirely, about giving in-
creased power to a body of professional
men who seem to hove had an idea that
life, in a certain stage at all events,
was of very little value. This is a very
strong statement to make, but I know
that in the actions taken by the pros-
pective mothers and the persons who
purchased these goods, as well as the
chemists or other tradesmen who pro-
vided them, there is, for some reason
or other, a lack of appreciation that
wrong ¢ being done. This exists, I
know, in the community in general, as
well as among the chemists; ~but I
think that men who have had the train-
ing of chemists, men who know the
result of the use of certain dangerous
drugs, I think we should expeet more
from them in the direction of educating
the ignorant public than we have ex-
perienced from the chemists. In the
analysis made by the hon. member last
night it appeared to me he ridiculed
the idea that certain drugs discovered
in these abortifacients purchased were
not harmless. In looking up the results
of the use of some of these drugs I find
such is not the case. Ergotin, for instance,
was mentioned by the hon. member
last night as being & common drug,
and he led us to believe that there was
very little danger attaching to its use.

Mr. Thomas :
guite correct.

Mr. HEITMANN: It is _proved by
the analysis in Beale’s report that at
times it is & very dangerous drug. More-
over the drugs discovered in these
abartifacients sold have been placed
on the list of poisons by the hon. member
himself, who was one of the board
appointed under the ‘Public Health Act

That statement is not
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to lay down standards for drugs. And
in that list, which appeared in the Gazetfe
of the 1st November, I find a few drugs
mentioned in the poisons schedule.
Therefore it appears to me there was
no defence last evening which would
stand, in the endeavour on the part of
the hon. member to prove that these
were harmless. But even were they
harmless, the fact that they were sold
for that specific purpose proves that a
trade which is not creditable to the
profession is being carried on. I am
opposed, therefore, to giving the chemists
the power they ask for, much as I would
like to see the quacks generally abolished.
I am inclined to think the best method
of dealing with the whole question
would be for the Government to bring
down n comprehensive, well-thought-
out Bill bringing chemists under the
direct control of the Government, in-
cluding their registration, and also abol-
ishing all quacks. I desire, therefore,
without going into the matter at any
further length, in order that the Govern-
ment may have an opportunity of
bringing down a Bill, and in order to
express my disapproval of granting
pharmacists of this State the power they
desire, and also my disapproval of the
trade which is being carried on, t0 move—
That the word ““ now ™ be struck out
end *“this doy siz months added to
the motion.

Mr. Thomas : I thought you promised
to support the second reading ?

Mr. HEITMANN: No.

Mr. THOMAS (on amendment): T
have no intention of replying to the
stateinents made by the hon. member.
I think we had quite sufficient of that
particular debate last evening. I only
desire to say I consider this matter
is of some importance. I appeal to
hon. members that even if they are
opposed to a big proportion of the Bill,
they should allow it to pass the second
reading that we moy discoss it item by
item ; and if there I8 in it something
which appeals to hon members, it may
be carried. I am prepared to sacrifice
most of the clauses of the Bill, indeed
all of them of any benefit whatever
to chemists. My only object is to carry

1
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sufficient of the Bill to do away with
fraud and quacks. It is all very well
for the hon. member who moved the
amendment to say he is in sympathy
with me, and at the same time
take the most effective means of pre-
venting my carrying out my desire.
However, I do not wish to infuse any
feeling whatever into the debate. I
only appeal to hon. members to allow
the Bill to pass the second reading stage
so that it may be debated in its various
clanses. I am satisfied, if that is allowed
to be dong,some portion of the Bill will
be carried into effect which will be of
use to the people of Western Australia.

Mr. Hudson : What portion ?
The Premier : The Title.

Amendment (six months) put and a
division taken with the following re-
salt :—

Ayes av e oo T
Noes . . .. 29
Majority against ..o 22
AYES.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Moore
Mr. Broun Mr. Underwood
Mr. Harper Mr. Hellmann
Mr. Hudson {Teller}
Nogs
Mr. Allen Mr. Munsie
Mr. Carpenter Mr. Nanson
Mr. Colller Mr. O‘Loghlen
Mr. Dwyer Mr. Price
Mr. Foley Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Gardiner Mr. B. J. Stubbs
Mr. Green Mr. 8. Stubbs
Mr. Johnson Mr. Taylor
Mr. Johnsion Mr. Thomas
Mr. Lefroy Mr. Turvey
Mr. Lewis Mr, Walker
Mr. Male Mr. A, A. Wilsop
Mr. McDonald Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. McDowall Mr. Layman
Mr. Mitchell (Teller).
Amendment thus negatived.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary

Minister): Perhaps the object of the
member for Bunbury in introducing
this Bill on behalf of the Pharmacentical
Society has been characterised by the
best of intentions to protect members

of that society, but to my mind this

Bill
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Mr. Dwyer:
public,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) : Perhaps in some instances.
In the first place it is impossible for any
person whatever to supply drugs or
medicines of any kind without being
licensed by this society and if any person
desires to employ a duly qualified dis-
penser, he also is refused permission by
this Bill to supply any drugs. One
of the principal objections to the Bill
is that it includes every hospital in the
State as a private hospital, whether
Government or assisted. Tt is true the
words used are ‘“‘other than an in-
stitution wholly supported by the State,”
but there is not a hospital in the State
from onse end to the other that is wholly
supported by the State, and consequently
every public hespital will come under the
provigions of the measure. Again, it
prohibits friendly societies from supply-
ing medicines to anyone outside of
their own members or relatives of
members. It is known that in various
parts of the State medical funds have
been established under the Friendly
Societies Act. Dispensaries have been
established, duly quaslified dispensers
are employed and if any person wishes
to have drugs of a high standard I main-
tain that the dispensaries of the friendly
societies are the principal places where
they can be obtained. Yet under the
Bill such societies are prohibited from
having the right to dispense medicines
to any person except members or
rélatives of members. No doubt the
hon. member intended that by the passing
of this measure a good many of the
drugs which are dangerous and which
are being sold would be prevented from
further sale in future, but the greatest
difficulty we have to contend with to-day
is not in regard to persons who sell
or dispense the drugs, but with regard to
the drugs which are offered for sale,
and I maintain when we are able to
bring into foree the present Health
Act as amended this session a number

of those drugs which the hon. member
wishes his society to prevent from being
sold will be thus prevented by the
Health Department. Already a pro&s,t.‘ ‘

And to protect the,
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has been entered because Parliament
has decided that a formula of patent
medicines shall be deposited with the
Conunissioner of Public Health. ILegal
authorities have been consulted to ascer.
tain whether there is a flaw in the Act
whereby it might be possible to upset
the decision of Parlinment. 1t is pointed
out that very few patent medicines will
be sent to Australia if is it necessary to
disclose their contents, and I would
be very pleased if we could debar all
these medicines and rely on our gualified
men to supply the drugs required.
Very wide powers are given in that it
is provided that drugs and other com-
pounds shall not be sold by certain
persons unless they are licensed. No
person would be able to sell a bottle
of embrocation, hair wash or many other
reguisites which are not injurious in
any way but which can be purchased
in many of our stores, without going
to w registered shop for the express
purpose of getting them.

Mr. Turvey:  And purchase them
much cheaper at the stores.

Hon. C. W, ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister): Yes, I maintain that this

Bill will bring about a close monopoly.
The measure is not broad enough. If
it is possible for persons to obtain the
articlea from their grocery store, which
they do in many parts without any
danger whatever—and in future there
will not be the same danger as in the
past owing to the passing of the amended
Health Act—I think we should be very
cautions in granting the powers asked
for under this measure. I was pleased
to hear the hon. member state that
he intends to allow as far as possible
the moving of amendments and T trust
that Govermment hospitals will be ex-
cluded, that friendly societies will be
excluded, and that if any person desires
to. employ a duly qualified man to carry
on g business he shall have the oppor-
tunity of doing so.

Mr. THOMAS (in reply): 1 desire
to say that most of the matters to which
the last speaker has taken objection
will be removed from the Bil! when the
measure reaches Cornmittee. The clause
dealing with storeli-epers, one on which
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I have been attacked considerably by -
some sections of the Press, I promised
long ago would be struck out altogether,
§0 that there will be no interference in -
that direciion and although I propose
to debate some of the clauses which
relate to the pharmacists directly as we
come to them, as I have already pro-
ised, I do not propose to press any clause
of the Bill whith is of direct benefit in
any way to the pharmacists themselves.
I make that promise because I am desir-
ous of carrying the one point in this
Bill, the great essential of the whole
thing, and that is to do away with those
frands and quacks who are victimising
the public to such an extent.

Mr. Hudson:  What part of the
Bill does that ?

Mr. THOMAS: Clause 10. I wish
to make only this brief explanation and
to ask the House to approach the Bill
in a reasonable manner and deal with
it as it seems hest. If the clauses are
not acceptable T will raise no objection
to them being deleted and if given [air
consideration, sufficient of this Bill
will be retained to effect a very valuable
purpose in this City.

Question put and passed.

Bill read & second time.

In Commiliee.

Mr. McDowall in the Chair;
Thomas in charge of the Bill

Clause l—agreed to.

Clause 2—Interpretation :

Mr. HUDSON: Regarding the defi-
nition of “duly qualified medical prac-
titioner ” would the hon. member give
some idea of the qualifications required
by a chemist to become registered in this
State 7 Under Section 16 of the principal
Act it was in the power of the board to
recognise by regulations certain quali-
fications. As far as he could ascertain
these regulations had not been laid on
the table of the House as reguired by
the Act and he was at a loss to know what
people would be admitted to the ranks
of the pharmaceutical chemists. One

Mr.

gentleman in the State whom he under- '

stood had high qualifications from the

University of Christiania would not,
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he believed, be  registered under the
present regulations.

Mr. THOMAS: The Western Aus.
tralian Society, the same as others in
Australia, registered those practising phar-
macy abt the outset. Bince then a certain
standard has been set for new comers.

Mr. Hudson: That is for local can-
didates. I want to know about the
others.

Mr. THOMAS: Western Australia
had entered into reciprocity with the
other States on condition that their
standard of examinations and conditions
were at least equal to the local ones.
All the States after many years of corres-
pondence had come into line and if
there was not already reciprocity between
Australia and Great Britain the chemists
were on the eve of ratifying it. The
result was that a fairly high standerd
had heen set to which every Britisher
and Australian had to conform. and the
only conditions exacted were that any-
one desiring to become a member of
the society in Western Australio should
8t least hold qualifications equel to those
held in Western Australia. He knew
nothing of the individual who clained
to possess qualifications from the Nor-
wegian University, but if they were
up to the standard to which Australians
had to conform, no doubt he could be
registered.

Mr. HUDSON: Were there any
sgcieties recognised outside the Aus-
trelian States ¥ He had been unable
to find out although he had searched
the records of the House. and regulations
that should have been prepared in this
connection were not recorded.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN (Hcnorary
Minister) moved an amendment—

That ir line 10 after * wholly’ the
words * or partially ’ be inserted.
The effect of the amendment would be
that in the definition of * private hos-
pitals "’ institutions wholy or partially
supported by the State would be exempt.

Mr. Thomas: Why make a difference
between State and private hospitals ?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister} : The hon. member had made
s difference in the Bill. No doubt his
intention was that the Government
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hospitals should be exempt; by the
wording of the clause, however, they
were not. It was necessary, so far
as the hospitals of the State were con-
cerned, that they shonld have the power
in regard to dispensing medicines, which
should not be given to private hospitals.

Mr. DWYER : What he would like
to know was whether all hospitals
supported partially or wholly by the
State were in charge of duly qualified
medical practitioners, and if so whether
these practitioners personally super-
vised the dispensing of prescriptions ?

Mr. Thomas : They never do.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister): There was one hospital only
where there was not a duly qualified
dispenser. Clause 3 of the Bill, however,
dealt with that. Every Government
hospital, whether assisted or not, was
in the charge of a medical practitioner.

Mr. THOMAS: Whether it was a
Government hospital or not did not
appear to make very much difference.
If it was desirable that we should have
a registered pharmacist to dispense
medicine for a private individual, it
was necessary that there should be one
in Governemnt hospitals. Medical men
never interfered, nor supervised, nor
even went near the dispenser.

Mr. Dwyer: Why do you want to
exempt them at all ?

Mr. THOMAS : That was overlooked
in the drafting of the Bill. He did not
think that Government Institutions
should be exempt. However, he would
leave it to the House to decide the ques-
tion. If it was good under one con-
dition to have a qualified man to dis-
pense medicines it was good in another,

Mr. UNDERWOOD : The hon. mem-
ber brought forward this Bill as an
innocent little thing simply to prevent
Indians, Asiatics, and others from selling
herbs or putting up signs as herbalists
and selling medicines, but since we had
started to go through it, it had taken in
the whole of the medical affairs of the
State. The hon. member had given an
assurance that he was prepared to write
down all but one clause but he could not
even attempt to press that one.
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Mr. DWYER : If in hospitals generally
they required & quelified parson to be in
oharge of the dispensing, how much
more so was & qualified person needed in
charge of the dispensing in such large in-
stitutions as Government hospitals were ¥
He would move an amendment later on
to strike out of the clause the words
“ other than an institution wholly sup-
ported by the State,”’ which exempted
the hospitals supported by the State,
with a view of inserting at the end of the
clause ‘' and includes CGovernment hos-
pitals.”

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) : When we considered the hos.
pitals at places like Port Hedland,
Wyndham, and Carnarven, and then
went down the other way to Wagin and
such places in the South-West, where
there were hospitals partially supported
very often prescriptions were prepared
by the dircetion of the medical prae-
titioner. The hon. member had recog-
nised the necessity for exempting these
larger hospitals and the Committes
should agree that the assisted hospitals
should be placed on the same footing.

Mr. HUDSON: There were places
such as Marvel Loch where there was not
a hospital at the present time. but it was
hoped to have a small causalty ward
there where the sick or injured might be
taken, and if the clause were given eficet
to the doctor, if he found it impossible
to do the whole of the dispensing, would
not be able to leave directions to the
nurse to carry out the duties of dispen-
sing any kind of medicine for the un-
fortunate sufferer, and they would be
compelled to call in & chemist registered
by the society. It was going too far.
The clause had bheen drafted without
regard to the condition of affairs ob-
taining in the outlving places on the
goldfields.

Mr. THOMAS : [t was provided in
the original Act that so long as a quali-
fied man supervised the operation, dis-
pensing could be carried on by an un.
qualified person. Hon, members need
not be afraid on that particnlar point.
The purport of the provision in the Bill
was that dispensing could not be carried
on in the absence of a pharmaceutical
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chemist or doctor. If this were struck
out any person would have power io
dispense in the absemee of either a

- medical man or a chemist.

The PREMIER: Before the hon. mem-
ber asked the Committee 1o pass this
clause he should give some evidence that
the present law was operating to the de-
triment of the publie. Not a single com-
plaint had been heard from the publiec or
from any source except from the chemists
themselves that any harm had arisen so
far as the dispensing of medicines at
Government or private hospitals was ¢on-
eerned.

Mr. Thomas: Do you desire to wait
unlil two or three peaple are killed?

The PREMIER: Not at all. He knew
of persons who had nearly lost their lives
through ihe action of chemists in dispens-
ing wrongly, but that would not warrant
him in coming forward and asking the
House to make a drastie provision that
mighi be to the detriment of the hospitals
in country districts. How did the hon.
member propose to deal with the dispens-
ing ol medicine at small hospitals in
country distriets? Would the local chem-
ist be called npon on all oecasions to g0
to the hospital and dispense medicines, or
would a messenger bhe sent to his place
for (he medicines? If there was not a
chemist in the loeality, the hospital would
have to keep one on the premises, although
he might not be engaged for more than an
hour a day. If the chemist and the doector
were acling together, and there was be-
tween them, what was called in other pro-
fessions, an honourable understanding, the
doctor would refuse to dispense any medi-
cines, and require the hospital on all oe-
casions to call in the chemist, and the
hospital would be absolutely at his merey.
That was a monopeoly which did not ex-
ist in any other profession, not even in
the medical profession. A doetor conld be
compelled Lo attend a cose, but a chemist
could not be compelled to dispense medi-
cines except at the rate he chose to charge.
Could the hon. member give any evidence
at all that the existing conditions had been
detrimental to the welfare of the public?
It not, he was not justified in asking the
Commiltee to pass the claunse.
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Mr. THOMAS: It was not his inten-
tion to press his objeetion any further.
He did not think the amendment would be
wise, but if the Committee desired it well
and good. Whilst lie could not provide
evidence of persons having been killed by
unqualified persons, still there always re-
mained the risk that the public were run-
ning. He was not in favour of close cor-
porations, but he believed that, where
human life was at stake, consideration
should be given, even if it was not given

. elsewhere.

AMr. HUDSON: The lon. member
should give some reasons for (he inclu-
sion of this clause if he wished the Com-
mitiee to support it. Mr. Thomas had not
answered the remarks which had been
made 1o regard to the conditions that ob-
tained in out-back portions of the gold-
fields where there was no hospital.

Amendment put and passed.

Clause, as amended, put and negatived,

Clause 3—DMedicines dispensed for pri-
vate hospitals:

Mr. HUDSON: The definition of
“private hospitals” having been struck
out, this clause should be consequential'y
deleted.

Mr. THOMAS: The previous amend-
ment did not affect this clause. The clause
merely said --

No person shall dispense or com-
pound any medicines for nse in a pri-
vate hospital, unless he is a registered
pharmaceutical ¢hemist or a duly quali-
fied medical practitioner.

The Premier:
hospital ?

Mr. THOMAS: A hospital that was
privately run. He suggested that the
clanse should be left as it was, and, if
necessary, it could he dealt wilh in un-
other place.

But what is a private

You will have heaps of
Add a definition clause

My, Dwyer:
litigation over it.
later on.

Mr. Thomas:
done.

Hen, H. B. LEFROY: In view of the
previcus amendment, there was no neces-
sity for the clause. The dispensing at

Yes, perhaps that can be
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hospitals partially supported by the State
was, in nearly all instances, done by a
medieal practitioner. The definition of
private hospital having been struck out,
this clanse would have to ge also, and then
anybody would be allowed to dispense in
a private hospital.

Mr. Dwyer: 'The deletion of clause 3
will leave the law as it is at the present
time. ‘

Mr. Thomas: 1 have no objection to it
heing struck out, so why discuss it?

Clause pui and negalived.

Clause +—Effeet of failure to pay sub-
seriptions:

Mr. THOMAS: There had been dilli-
culty at times in collecting the fees from
various members of the Pharmacentical
Society, and the only object of the clause
was to compel members to pay within a
reasonable time. If they did not pay,
they were struck off for the time being, but
they could be reinstated by paying their
arrenrs of subscriptions and a fine of £1.
For his own part, he had been peeasionally
in arvears, and if any member desired to
sirike oul the clause, he would not op-
pose him,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister): I might be advisable for
hon. members to foliow up this clause in
another direction., If a elause of this
kind was put in the Trades Union Act,
and a person was compelled to discontinue
following, say, the occupation of a car-
penter, if Le did not pay his subseription
to the union, there would be a big outery.
If this clanse was passed, he would expect
the suppoert of every member of the Phar-
maceutical Soelely in futare when pro-
posing compulsory unionism,

Clause put and negatived.

Clause 5—Repeal of Sections 36 and
37 of the principal Aet:

dMir. DWYER moved—

That the clanse be postponed,
Motion put and negatived.
Clause put and negatived.

Clause 6—Unregistered person may not
represeni himself to be a chemist,
elcetera:
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Mr. HUDSON : This clanse was prac-
tically the same as Seetion 37 of the prin-
cipal Act so there did not seem to he any
necessity for it, especially as the Com-
mittee had intimated by striking out
Clause 5 that Sections 36 and 37 of the
principal Act were not to be repealed.

Mr. THOMAS : The clause was neces-
sary. It simply provided protection
against any individual who pretended to
be a chemist or used anyv of the terms
mentioned in the clause. ’

The Premier : What is the object of
the alteration ?

Mr, THOMAS :
plete,

Vr. HUDSON: The difference between
the principal Act and this eclause was
that the words in rhe prineipal Aet, f*Un-
less such bnsiness is conducted by and
under the personal sapervision of himself
or of an assistant who is a pharmacentical
chemist or a legally qualified mediecal
practitioner” were omitted. There must
have heen some object in this.

Mr. THOMAS : There was a subse-
quent ¢lause dealing with company phar-
macists, and in order to render that clause
possible it was necessary to repeal See-
tions 36 and 37 of the principal Ael.
But sinee those sections were to stand
there was no nse in retaming Clause 6.

To make it more com-

Clause put and negatived.

Clanses 7, 8—negatived.
Clause 9—Fvery shop to he kept hy

a pharmaceutical chemist :

Clanse put and a division taken with
the following result -—
Ayes .. .. .. 18
Noes .. .. .. 18

A tie .. - .. 0

AYESB
Br. Angwin [ Mr. Scoddan
Mr. Bath . Mr. B. J. Stubbs
Mr. Carpeote: l Mr. Taylor
Mr. Dooley Mr. Thomas
Mr. Dwyer ' Mr. Turver
Mr. Green , Mr. Walker
Mr. Johnson | Mreo AL AL Wikson
Mr. Lewls * Mr. Heltmanun
Mr. Munsle (Teller).
Mr. O'Loghlen }

[ASSEMBLY.]

NoOES.
Mr. Broun Mr. Nansonh
Mr. Foley Mr. A. N. Plesse
Mr. Harper Mr. 8. Stubby
Mr. Hudson Mr. Swan
Mr. Lefroy Mr. Underwood
Mr. Male Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. McDonald Mr. Wisdom
Mr. Milchell Mr. Layman
Mr. Moore {Teller).
Mr. Mullany

The CHAIRMAN : In  aceordance
with the usnal custom I give my casting
vote for further eonsidevalion. T vote
wilth the aves,

Clanse thus passed,

Clause 10—Unqualified persons not to
sell drugs :

My, THOMAS : In this clause was
contained the mest important question
of all. The carrying of the clause wounld
settle the fate of the Bill. If members
desired lo 1ake steps to do away with
quackery it was wecessary to carry the
clause and deal with the herbalists,
palmists, faith healers and others who
had been posing before the people for
su long.

The Premier : You make provision
for licensing the sale of drugs.

Mr. THOMAS : That provision would
he struck oui. They could carry on as
they had always done under the Aect.

Hon. J. Mitehell : You will have to
alter this clause because it is provided
that only licensed persons can sell.

My, THOMAS: The clause did not in
any way conflict with the rest of the Bill.
When we came to the question of a license
it could he made nominal.

Myr. HUDSON: The hon. member had
previously expressed an intention of not
pressing for ihe inclusion of Clanse 11,
hecause it wonld affect so many people in
the counfry who sold pafent medicines.
However, as the hon. member did not now
propose to econsent to the deletion of
Clause 11 it became necessary to amend
this clause under consideration. He
moved an amendment—

That in Iine I the following 1words be
struck out :—“Provided that this section
shall not he construed so as lo prevent
any person lirensed as hereinafter men-
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tioned from selling any patent or pro-
prietary medicine which does mot con-
tain any of the poisons mentioned in the
fifth schedule of the principal Act.”

The ohject of the amendment was
to protect the publiec. It mmght
safely be faken that it was not
the intention of the Committee to

trust the policing of legislation of this
kind to the Pharmacentical Society. It
was the duly of the State to protect the
public from quacks. Power was given the
State to do this, and we should not set
up dual authority by giving the Pharma-
ceutical Society additional power in the
same direction, Indeed he did not know
why we should have a Bill like this
brought in at all, and the time of the
Commiltee wasted.

Mr. GREEN: An amendment which
he proposed to move should come prior
to the amendment before the Chair.

Mr. HUDSON: In that case he would
ask leave to temporarily withdraw his
amendment,

Amendment by leave withdrawn,

Mr. GREEN: At the present time it
was impossible for a chemist’s assisiant
to sell even a botile of linseed during the
dinner hour, notwithstanding which the
praetice was regularly followed. The
.chemist’s assistant should be allowed to
compound drugs for sale. He moved an
amendment—

That after “chemist” in lne 2 the
words “or chemist’s assistant in ¢ shop
in the charge of a pharmaceutical
chemist” be inserted,

Mr. THOMAS: Tt was impossible fo

- withhold admiration of a peculiar kind
for the member for Yilgarn (Mr. Hud-
son) who in persistent and malieiouns
fashion was attempting——

Mr. Hudson: T objeet; I ask that the
hon. member withdraw and apologise.

The CHATIRMAN: The hon. member
would be required to withdraw and apolo-
gise.

Mr. THOMAS: In the circumstances
he wonld withdraw and apologise. The
hon. member had very adroitly succeeded
in his designs; he had studied this mat-
ter very carefully with an object best
known to himself.
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Mr. Underwood: He has a right to
study it, has he not? Have you any de-
sire to sneak the thing through?

Mr, THOMAS: Would the Chairman
request the hon, member to withdraw that
expression?

The CHAIRMAN: If the hon. member
had said something offensive he would
be required to withdraw it

Mr. Underwood: I did noi say it; I
was merely asking a question,

Mr. THOMAS: 1t was not infended
to proceed any fnrther with the Bill at
the present time, but rather to report
progress. Hon. members with more legal
knowledge than his own had in some mea-
sure succeeded in their purpose.

Mr. HUDSON: There was no necessity
for the amendment, If a ¢hemist had two
shops could his assistant run one of the
shops? He would like to know if that
would be permitted under the amendment,

Mr. GREEN: No. It was his wish
simply to give a chemist’s assistant a
chance to learn the business.

Progress reported.

PAPER PRESENTED.

By the Minister for Lands: By-laws of
Kalgoorlie Roads Board under the Health
Aet, 1911, -

House adjourned at 10.2 p.m.



